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The Differentiation of the “Similarities” and
“Differences” in “Dong-Po’s Commentary
of The Classic of Changes”

Chang, Chia—Sheng

Abstract

Dong—Po’s Commentary of The Classic of Changes, Song dynasty literary giant
Su Shi’s treatise on The Classic of Changes, is written on the basis of Wang Bi’s
Changes of Zhou with Annotations and Brief Examples of The Changes of Zhou as
well as Kong Ying-Da’s Changes of Zhou with Annotations. It demonstrates the
spirit of the meaning sect of The Classic of Changes studies in the Song dynasty. It
takes Confucianism as its central idea and at the same time blends learnings of
various schools into it. It regards The Classic of Changes as the device that saints
uses to illustrate the Way and argues about all the things related to human affairs
and human relationships. In this book, Su Shi criticizes the policies of “emphasizing
similarities” and “unifying morals.” T deem that these arguments discriminating and
authenticating “similarities” and “differences” are worth investigating because they
contain rich reasoning thoughts and the author’s view of life. Also, arguments of this
kind offer a glimpse on Su’s thought. In this article, I take Dong—Po’s Commentary
of The Classic of Changes as the main text of study and discuss the differentiation
of “similarities” and “differences” in it. The discussion process is as follows. First of
all, T introduce the background and discourses of opposing “emphasizing
similarities” in Dong—Po’s Commentary of The Classic of Changes. Secondly, 1

explain the annotations of the hexagram lines and the methods of interpreting The
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Classic of Changes in this book. Then 1 illustrate the embodiment of its
claims “being similar but different” and “being harmonious but not ganging up” in

the real world, governing philosophies, and literary and artistic creations.

Key words: Su Shi, Dong—Po’s Commentary of The Classic of Changes, meaning
sect of The Classic of Changes studies, similarities and differences,

emphasizing similarities
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