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How Textbooks Reflect Realities:
Exploration of ‘The Fragrant Plum Trees’
as a Chinese-Textbook Text

Chih-Hua Fang Fen-Fen Chang

The texts included or excluded from textbooks reveal much regarding curricu-
lum reform, editing approaches, and social demands. Mei-Shu i was a promi-
nent Taiwanese artist. His story titled “The Fragrant Plum Trees’ was edited for
Chinese textbooks twice, and his paintings were adopted for various
Arts-and-Humanities textbooks. Mei-Shu Li’s life story, and the texts related to
him are discussed in this article. The findings are as follows:

1. Mei-Shu Li’s contributions to the art, and his life story in the textbooks reflect
interesting radiance to each other. 2. After the Martial Law released in 1987,
“The Fragrant Plum Trees’ was compiled successively for the textbooks of 1993
Curriculum Standards and of 2003 Curriculum Guidelines. It echoed the time
atmosphere that highlighted the local arts and local inspiring figures. 3. The dif-
ferent unit-themes consisting of “The Fragrant Plum Trees’ in the Chinese
textbooks revealed emphasis shifting from traditional culture to daily-life litera-
ture. 4. Through comparisons with related texts, Mei-Shu Li’s art works in the
textbooks were used to reflect both the spirit of classics and topo-philia. 5. The
differences in subject matter from Mei-Shu Li’s work in vatious textbooks echo
the differences in educational needs during various eras.
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