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From Sinophone to a Sinophone Community:
A Malaysian Chinese Writer in Taiwan

WOO KAM LOON*
Abstract

Since the 1960s, Malaysian Chinese writers in Taiwan, including those who
have remained in Taiwan, traveled through Taiwan, or left Taiwan and returned
afterwards, have maintained continuous interaction with Malaysian Chinese
writers, despite the geographical distance between Taiwan and Malaysia, who have
never been or travelled to Taiwan. These Malaysian Chinese in Taiwan, whether
engaged in producing literature, being awarded prizes, literary research, publishing,
education, or other professional fields, have formed an invisible community, which
I refer to as the “Sinophone Malaysian Chinese community.”

This community has created a Sinophone phenomenon. Beyond merely
forming Sinophone literature within Malaysia and Taiwan, the writers, published
works, readership, and publishing houses and markets have disrupted the
demarcation separating the two countries and connected the two bringing about a
vibrant, dynamic energy for Sinophone literature, publishing and reading through
their cross-boundary interactions—the exchange of literary works, thought and
culture. In recent years, there have been several cases which may serve as points for
worthwhile discussion, such as Jia Ya’s {Et5f Jia Ya shiji: wo de gingchun xiaoniao
(Little Bird of My Youth), Li Yijun’s ZXE% Yi meng zhi bei: Li Yijun changpian

xiaoshuo which was selected by Literary Connection: Chinese Language Literature

* Editor in Chief, Linking Publishing Co., Ltd.
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Links, recipient of the 19th National Award for Art Lee Yung-ping Z2/k %, the
Malaysian Chinese Fiction Project which is supported by the National Culture and
Arts Foundation, Wu Ming-Yi’s S2AH%5 The Stolen Bicycle, A-po’s [[}% Youyu de
bianjie (The Border of Melancholia), and the rising writer Xu Zhen-Fu £
Considering the concept of a Sinophone Malaysian Chinese community,
this paper aims to illustrate how the literary works, discourse, and research
accomplishments of Malaysian Chinese in Taiwan affected their exchange with and

acceptance in Taiwan.

Keywords: Sinophone, Sinophone Malaysian Chinese Community, Sinophone
Community, Malaysian Chinese Literature, Malaysian Chinese Writer



