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Literary Migrations between Northeast and
Southeast Asia during the Imperial-Colonial Period:
The Case of Dai Yinlang

CHONG Fah Hing™
Abstract

Southeast Asian overseas Chinese found themselves in special circumstances
both before and after the Pacific War. The collapse of imperial China and the rise
of the new Republic did not bring them any substantial benefits. Subsequently,
overseas Chinese gradually divided into two camps. On the eve of the post-war
disintegration of the British Empire, a wave of turbulent nationalism sweeping
through Southeast Asia had a significant impact on the overseas Chinese living
there. At this juncture between old and new, Chinese literati took a complex
psychological journey on a rocky road of shifting identities. The experience of
Overseas Chinese writers and literati born in Southeast Asia was similar. Prior
to the birth of new nations and regimes in their birthplaces and the establishment
of a new state in the motherland, they had already been moving back and
forth between Northeast and Southeast Asia. In doing so, they had crossed the
boundaries between imperial and colonial contexts, and embodied a unique
literary mentality.

The figure discussed in this paper is left-wing man of letters Dai Yinlang #{,
FZHB. Born in pre-war Malaya, Dai studied painting in Shanghai and returned

* Chong Fah Hing, senior lecturer, Department of Modern Languages, Faculty of Modern
Languages and Communication, Universiti Putra Malaysia.
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to Malaya after graduation, after which he spent time in Singapore, Hong Kong,
Taiwan and mainland China. This article attempts to explore how, as a writer and
artist active during the collapse of both Eastern and Western imperialism and
colonialism, Dai he wandered between Southeast and Northeast Asia with his pens
and carving tools, to serve his political beliefs and seek his spiritual home.

Keywords: Imperialism and colonialism, war, cross-boundary, literary migration,
Dai Yinlang #{[ZHN



