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A Singaporean National Treasure: An Analysis of
Pan Shou’s Calligraphy and Poetry

Tan Chee Lay* and Liu Minghuan**
Abstract

Poet and calligrapher Pan Shou J%4%2 (1911-1999) is regarded as one of
Singapore’s cultural treasures. He is especially known for his “Nanyang style”
classical poetry and unique “Pan-style” calligraphic renderings of these poems,
in which the arts of poetry and calligraphy are said to complement each other
perfectly. His works represent an epitome of both classical poetics and traditional
calligraphy, while also being innovative in their poetic and calligraphic
vocabulary. He crosses boundaries of style and genre, continues tradition and
also breaks new ground. This paper takes as its text the corpus of Pan’s varied
poetry, exploring its pluralistic inheritance and development in the context of

Singaporean Chinese language poetry.

Keywords: Pan Shou %57, Pan-style poetry and calligraphy, Sinophone

literature, pluralism
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