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Sadness at the Road’s End, Tears at a Wrong Turn:
Self-Mourning and Self-Redemption in Xia
Wanchun’s “Da Ai Fu”

Wang Hsin-hui*
Abstract

Xia Wanchun E 52 % (1631-1647), who lived during the Ming-Qing
dynastic transition, was a Ming loyalist who resisted the Qing dynasty. Of
his twelve surviving fu (## rhapsody), “Da ai fu” K ¥ H# garners the most
attention. It first appeared in an 1809 collection of his work, Xia Jiemin quan
Jji EEiR& 44 . Since the publication of Bai Jian's Xia Wanchun jijianjiao &
SEEAEZEER in 1991, Bai's commentary and view of Xia's intention in writing
this fu have been widely adopted. Bai suggests that Xia “painfully expresses
the historical lessons learned at the end of Ming Dynasty, depicts the miserable
scene of the fall of Jiangnan, and vows to oppose the Qing and restore the
Ming; it is a work of eternal patriotism.” However, a detailed investigation
of the original work reveals that Xia only expresses his sadness at the fall
of the nation, and does not vow to fight against the Qing. The main reason
Bai views “Da ai fu” as patriotic poetry, I suggest, was that he is influenced
by annotations of this fir written by anti-Qing fighters and adherents of the
Ming in the early Qing Dynasty. This study therefore attempts to recover the
original intention of “Da ai fu” by investigating the poem’s reception and Xia
Wanchun's circumstances prior to writing it, and also by comparing Xia’s “Da
ai fu,” his father Xia Yunyi's & 0.%% Xing cun lu SE{F $%, written before he

*  Wang Hsin-hui is associate professor, Department of Chinese Literature, Fu Jen Catholic

University.
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martyred himself to the Ming cause, and Xia Wanchun's Xu xing cun lu $&>1F
#% , written by Xia Wanchun to fulfil his father’s dying wish.

Keywords : Xia Wanchun E52/%, Da ai fu KZZHK, Southern Ming, anti-
Qng, Martyrdom






