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Reading the Lunyu from the We-Perspective:
An Interpreting Ambiguity

ok
Hsu Fu-mei

Abstract

This paper deals with the ambiguity of a sentence in the Lunyu (Gfiz5
Analects) from the implicit we-perspective that is characteristic in Old Chinese.
This paper concludes that “It is children that care about their parents” is the
better interpretation. There are two reasons for this: first, semantically this
text is interpreted in a specific social structure and cultural context. Second,
syntactically speaking, sentences like this are common in Old Chinese texts,
and characteristic of Old Chinese grammar ; the Lunyu is not an isolated case.
The ambiguity is mainly due to the fact that those interpreting the text are more
conscious of certain factors than they are of others, some highlighting their
sense of syntax, and others their social and cultural awareness. The social and

cultural context of a text is the final basis for interpreting its meaning.

Keywords: ambiguity, Lunyu @z, we-perspective, Old Chinese, systemic
functional linguistics
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