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The Boundary-crossing and Traversing of “Women’s
Speech” in Women’s Newspapers and Periodicals in
the Late Qing and Early Republican Period

Huang Jim-chu™
Abstract

During the late Qing and early Republican period, women’s newspapers
and periodicals began to appear and flourish in the rapidly growing world of
media. Those which were penned, edited, and managed by women intellectuals
provided a forum for women to step out from the inner quarters and publicize
what they thought and felt in the form of published writings; hence, they
obtained opportunities to face the public and cross the conventional gender and
ethical boundaries established by traditional moralistic Confucian doctrines.
The views expressed by women ranged from concerns over personal livelihood,
such as family and marriage, to those regarding public affairs—politics, social
issues, and so on. In other words, these newspapers and periodicals created
new ways of seeing, feeling, and expression, and led women into the public
domain which they were heretofore prohibited. Traditionally restricted
fuyan %7 = (women’s speech) was then able to cross conventional lines and
traverse into a new sphere. This article concentrates on eight newspapers and
periodicals and examines the writings of women editors and writers to see
which issues were their central concerns and why. In this way, one is able to
trace and delineate the development of crossing gender boundaries in society at

that time.

Keyword: fuyan 7=, women’s speech, women’s newspapers and periodicals,
women editors, late Qing and early Republican period, boundary-
crossing and traversing
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