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Findings and implications of Hong Kong Catholic primary
school teachers’ understanding of teaching identities

Thomas Kwan Choi TSE
Faculty of Education, The Chinese University of Hong Kong

Catherine Yuen Ching FUNG
St. Mary's Canossian School

Abstract

With the handover of sovereignty in 1997 and the education reform in recent years in Hong
Kong, teaching on national identity has become central to teaching and school activities.
We discuss the practical experience and the pedagogical insights with an exploratory
study of Hong Kong Catholic primary school teachers. First, teachers should have basic
knowledge about identities as the prerequisite for discussions about what to love, and why
and how. Besides, making use of many school activities related to identities, it is essential
to guide students to comprehend and reflect on that. Learning through experience such as
visits, helping the poor, as well as activities promoting mutual help within neighborhoods
and communities can enhance students’ understanding and experience of their identities.
Lastly, teachers could deal with the learning of identities by discussing social issues in a
critical and open way.

Keywords

Hong Kong Catholic primary schools teachers, learning and teaching concerning
identities, Hong Kong primary schools, moral and civic education
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