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Ritual, Memory, and Social Order: An Exploration
of the Relationship between Qing Literati Plays
and Local Society

Chen Liang-liang*

Abstract

o 7

This paper examines three dramas, Tieta yuan &%z, Zhongxiao fu
chuangi £Z1EE7F and Shuangyuan ci chuangi #£4(E {4y, from a ritual
perspective, to explore how Qing dramas draw on public affairs, family history
and personal affairs. Much research discusses the important role rituals play in
society, though their functions differ according to circumstance. This research
places these dramas back in their ritualistic and cultural contexts and explains
how dramas can act as an important vessel for communication in local society.
Based on facts recorded in gazetteers, poems and essays, as well as by
exploring relevant Qing dynasty texts and performances, this paper
demonstrates how Qing literati attempted to use dramas to shape public views,
emotions, local memory and social order through onstage and offstage rituals.
In addition, this paper shows that Qing literati created a new literary tradition
by preserving personal and communal memories through dramatic creations,
thus developing a new space for writing outside historiography.

Keywords: Qing drama, ritual, communication, memory, social order

* Chen Liang-liang is a Ph.D. candidate in the Department of Chinese Language and Literature at
the Chinese University of Hong Kong.



