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Abstract

Religions are embodiments of human world
views, life philosophy as well as values. The practice
of religious activities is a vital part of human
civilization and closely related to social relations and
networks. In the year of 2008, the amended version
of Taiwan's Cultural Heritage Preservation Act took
effect. Since then, all public religious activities such
as ceremonies, rituals and festivals have been turned
into subjects of the system. Their identity of cultural
heritage has not only brought about new focuses on
contemporary inheritance of religion, but also raised
issues of whether cultural heritage should be affiliated

to either tourism or rights of culture.

Taking Japan as an example, this paper tries to
summarize how Japan's cultural properties protection
system influences the relationship between religion and
contemporary society. The religious aspects involved
in this system include the category of tangible cultural
properties, such as architecture, technology, calligraphy
and paintings; and also the category of folk cultural
properties regarding cultural relics, manners and
customs. The former puts emphasis on historical and
artistic value, while the latter focuses on informational
value of understanding lifestyles of people. These
viewpoints of cultural properties hence have opened
up a different direction for practicing religion-related

activities at present age.

The paper also introduces how temples or shrines,
by means of setting up museums, have been conducting
collections, exhibitions and education of religion-
related cultural relics to become bases of reinterpreting
and reproducing all religious history and culture; as
well as how local museums have formed new bases
not only to pass on religious ceremonies and festivals
to next generations but also to expand social ties in the

society.

Keywords: intangible cultural heritage, Cultural
Heritage Preservation Act, museum, religion, Japan's

Law for the Protection of Cultural Properties
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