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Strengthening the Testing Function of Regional
Integrated Laboratory of Local Health Bureaus

MEEI-JIUAN BAI, MING-WEN YU, ERH-YUN CHIANG, WAN-CHEN LEE,
MING-SHINE LEE AND HWEI-FANG CHENG

Division of Risk Management, FDA

ABSTRACT

In order to reinforce the testing capacity of local health laboratories, the central, south and north “Regional
Integrated Laboratory Testing Systems of Local Health Bureaus” were built from 2006 to 2008. In response to
the upgrade of local governments and the amendment of “Central-Local Division of Food Hygiene Testing List ©,
we strongly promoted the local laboratory testing systems and constantly augment the authorized testing items.

In order to strengthen testing resources of the local government, “Plan for Enhancing Food, Drug
and Cosmetics Safety Laboratory Network”, 22 local health bureaus for the purchase of a total of 117 sets
of equipment since 2010. In 2011 subsidized 4 municipal health bureaus (New Taipei, Taichung, Tainan
and Kaohsiung City) and 16 local health bureaus were subsiduzed for the purchase of a total of 133 sets of
equipment. In addition, seminars to consolidate regional testing functions, e-learning system, proficiency test
programs, the external audit of the laboratory and promoting laboratory accreditation effectively enhance the
testing quality of the local health bureaus.

The laboratory testing system promoted the manpower of the local testing, improvement of testing
efficiency and reduce equipment costs, while increasing testing items, including the pesticide residues detected
from 10-40 to 215, veterinary drug residues detected from 6 to 74, the implementation of the heavy metals,
carbon monoxide in fish, cosmetic whitening ingredients, aflatoxins, plasticizers, food utensils, containers
and packages which could not be tested in the past. The laboratory testing system also cooperated with Food
and Drug Administration to execute “Post-Market Surveillance”. The source control was strengthened and the
redundant testing was reduced, which made the monitoring of analysis more comprehensive and efficient.

Key words: regional integrated laboratory testing system, laboratory accreditation



