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The Origins and Whereabouts of the Chinese Books
in the Collection of Co Hoc Vien, Vietham

Chen Yi-yuan*
Abstract

Vietnam Han-Nom Documentary Synopses, edited by Liu Chunyin ?ﬂjiﬁ}
&L, Wang Xiaodun = ’| ’F‘] and Chen Yi [{i# lists a hand-copied book named
Gushuyuan shuji shouce ?[?; [53“3%}%511'], completed in 1924-1925. It is an
11-volume Nguyen dynasty (1802-1945) library catalogue of the Old Learning
Institute (Co hoc vien) which records book titles, contents, authors, original volumes,
divisions, numberings, and engraved or rewritten dates, origins, as well as binding
methods. “It is the only complete bibliography of Vietnamese classical works that
indicates versions and contents,” concluded Liu Yujun #]=- =5, author of Vietnam
Han-Nom Documentary Synopses, stating the importance of this library catalogue.
Despite this, many local Vietnamese scholars are unaware of the existence of the Old
Learning Institute. This institution had 2,826 volumes in its collection, of which 80
percent or up to 2,200 volumes were Chinese books, listed as “Original Institute” or
as an “Old Learning Institute Purchase.” However, further investigation is needed to
determine the identity of this “Original Institute” and the whereabouts and value of
the lost Chinese books. Answering these questions will help us to better understand
the transmission of books, culture and knowledge between China and its surrounding

regions.

Keywords: Vietnam, Nguyen Dynasty, Co Hoc Vien, Tan Thu Vien, Chinese books

* Chen Yi-yuan is a distinguished professor in the Department of Chinese Literature at National
Cheng Kung University and Current Director of National Museum of Taiwan Literature.



