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From Philosophy to Commodity:
Publishing The Classic of Loyalty in the Ming Dynasty

Liu Chiung-yun*
Abstract

This paper investigates the reception and uses of the Classic of Loyalty [l
A% in Ming society by examining the paratexts and editing strategies employed
in about a dozen Ming dynasty editions of this text. Instead of treating the
Confucian teachings of loyalty as a set of abstract concepts, this paper pays
special attention to the diverse book forms of The Classic of Loyalty, which
mediate the promulgation of this particular moral value. It demonstrates that
the publishers of this book range from local officials, enfeoffed princes and
prominent generals, to connoisseur bibliophiles and owners of commercial
printing houses. In the early Ming, the book was initially promoted by local
officials in the lower Yangzi delta as an important addition to the established
school curriculum of Confucian teachings. In the later decades of the dynasty,
in order to expand readership, publishers sold the book as a practical study aid
for civil service examinations by adding commentaries and examples of loyalty
from historical figures. At the same time, the book was included in several
important late Ming compendia (leishu ifﬁ?;) known for their encyclopedic
range of knowledge. After being transmitted to Japan in the Edo period, the
text was further refashioned into The Illustrated Classic of Loyalty 714 RIGE,

*  Liu Chiung-yun is an assistant research fellow of the Institute of Literature and Philosophy at the

Academia Sinica.
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containing rich illustrations of well-known stories from Chinese and Japanese
history and literature. Thus The Classic of Loyalty is far more than a text that
presents an ideal political order based on moral philosophy. Its book forms,
which change during the history of its publication, form a material space that
shows how the transmission of this particular moral value intertwine with the
political, educational, military and commercial dimensions of Ming society. The
innovation in this medium for disseminating teachings on loyalty diversifiesand

complicates the reception of this seemingly timeless Confucian value.

Keywords: Loyalty, The Classic of Loyalty [\UFE, The Illustrated Classic of
Loyalty 7¢77% [UGE, Ming dynasty, publishing






