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Understanding between China and the West:
The Influence of Late Ming Jesuit Writings and
Translations on Ming-Qing Literary Culture

Li Sher-shiueh*

Abstract

The Jesuits’ arrival in late Ming China played a significant role in early
modern Chinese cultural history, yet the impact of this cultural exchange
has not been fully examined. This paper aims to unveil the ways in which
Buddhists borrowed Christian cosmology to explore Buddhist geography. It
also exposes Jesuit influences on literary criticism and creation in the fields of
Chinese drama, poetry, fiction, and rhetoric. I argue that, through translations
and original writings, Jesuits contributed more to Chinese culture than has been
previously acknowledged, and that Chinese cultural history must be rewritten to
account for the Jesuits’ salient influence. The paper ends by examining the late
Ming Christian convert Xu Guanggqi’s (& ’?T use of Buddhist sutras to gloss
the Shijing ?ﬁk{; That a high-ranking government official such as Xu would
appropriate a canonical Confucian text in this manner showcases the flagrant

heterogeneity of late Ming Chinese culture.

Keywords: Sino-Western literary relations, Ming and Qing Jesuits, morality

books, comparative literature, Ming and Qing Christian literature
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