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From Migrated Spaceto Transformed L andscape:
Studies on Social M obility and Stability of the Saisyat

Hu Chia-yu*
Abstract

Focusing on space and landscape, this paper aims to explore how the
migration and dynamic spatial changes are represented in collective memories
and responded to in social practices. As a small indigenous group in the
hinterland of northwestern Taiwan, the Saisiyat & # had been moving along the
shifting Chinese-Aboriginal borderlines from the 18" century to 20" century. In
the oral narratives of Saisiyat clans, migrating and encountering others are
constantly recited stories.

Other than the movement of settlements, the transformation of |andscape
has acted as the most influential force to change the Saisiyat life world since the
1990s. Dueto the picturesque mountainous scenery of the Saisiyat territory, this
area has become a very popular resort and leisure area in Taiwan. Within this
area, increasing fancy guest houses, garden cafés, and other tourist facilities are
established. The landscape of the indigenous dwelling places has been
transformed into tourist attractions.

It is generally agreed that spatial factors objectify the temporal processes
and construct a stage for human actors to perceive and shape living experiences.
Thus, migration and transformation could be dangerous forces which cause the

* Hu Chiayu is an associate professor in the Department of Anthropology at National Taiwan
University.
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loss of linkages with past social relations and collective memories. From the
case of Saisiyat, this paper diachronically analyzes the social mobility and
stability mediated under the transformation of the spatial-temporal framework.

Keywords: life world, Oxen line, social practices, dynamic stability, micro
space





