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Book Review:
James K.K. Ho/
The Foundation of Library Science
Theory

Ho-sheng Lu

Abstract

For many years Taiwan's library community has hoped to establish an integrated
theoretical system for library science, thereby giving library science "respectable”
scientific methodology, as many people doubt whether library science represents a
true academic subject. However, to establish a theoretical base, one must be
extremely careful to hold to the scope of a "foundation,” by neither surpassing nor
failing to meet its strict boundaries. In other words, what does the scope of founda-
tion of theories on library science encompass? One fears that this could be stretched
too far and lack focus by incorporating fields that are closely related to, but not nec-
essarily strictly belonging to, library science. This would weaken this foundation's

focus and make it less solid.
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