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The Introduction and Development of Germany
Kerschensteiner’s “Arbeitsschule” Philosophy
in Taiwan during Japanese Colonial Period

Jo-Ying Chu’
Abstract

Taiwan’s educational system was flooded with credentialism for a long
time, which resulted in an emphasis on writing and studying to be able to
pass exams and obtain degrees or certificates, while overlooking the actual
knowledge and skills of a student. Actually, Arbeitspaedagogik already
criticized the flaws of the intellectualistic and cramming methods used during
the Japanese colonial period, and instead, emphasized pragmatic orientation
and the value of teaching emotions and skills in the school system.

This research focused on the development of Kerschensteiner’s
“Arbeitsschule” philosophy in Taiwan during the Japanese colonial period
(1895-1945). Starting from Western educational history, and crossing through

Japan and Taiwan, this article discusses the pedigree context of theory of
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Kerschensteiner’s “Arbeitsschule” philosophy.

Kerschensteiner placed an emphasis on handiwork as part of an
effective education, and innocent handiwork activities were upgraded to the
mission of occupational treating and preparation. Kerschensteiner’s theory
of Arbeitspaedagogik also spread to Taiwan and became a main stream
educational theory used in the school system. On implementation of teaching
methods, this research reveals working teaching activities were emphasized
during the Japanese colonial period.

This paper investigated how Kerschensteiner’s “Arbeitsschule”
philosophy was applied in Taiwan. Besides restoring the footprint of
development of Kerschensteiner’s “Arbeitsschule” philosophy during
Japanese colonial period, the study tries to remind us about the positive
educational value of “Arbeitsschule” in Taiwan today. Just as Germany
respects their occupational education and reserves the system of streaming
education to this day, the Woldorf Education, emphasizing handiwork
education, 1s now in demand in Taiwan. We can utilize and reflect on the
problems of present-day education in Taiwan, from the investigation of
Kerschensteiner’s theory, which will be helpful to develop the localization of

our educational philosophy.
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