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The study of the learning area/subject framework for the
primary and junior high school curriculum guideline: the

general project

This research was a branch of the project :’The study of the proposal for the
primary and junior high school curriculum guideline’,which includes three integrated
research projects and this is the second one.It had four sub-projects:the sudy on the
division and content of the subjects for the primary and junior high school curriculum
guideline:from the point of the history of the educational philosophy;the study on the
formation of the the learning area/subject for the primary and junior high school
curriculum guideline;the study on the learning hours of the the learning area/subject
for the primary and junior high school curriculum guideline;the study on the learning
levels for the primary and junior high school curriculum guideline.

I.The research purpose

There were two purposes for this research :first, to study the formation of the
learning area/subject for the primary and junior high school curriculum guideline
framework and the related theories that it relied on.;second, to proposea curriculum
guideline for the reference of the later decision making.

I1.The research method

The research methods were as follows:the literature analysis,the historical esearch,
the focus groups discussion, the interview and questionere survey. The expectation is
to offer valuable suggestions for the proposal of the learning area/subject framework
on the primary and junior high school curriculum guideline framework.

I11.Conclusion and suggestion

The sub-project 1 was conducted through historical research method. The result of
this study showed that the changes of the teaching subjects in the past curricula were
influenced by the political and social phenomena, the educational trend, and the ideas
of powerful people. Finally, it proposed three suggestions for the future curriculum: 1)
the change of learning subjects should be supported by the solid theory and empirical
study ; 2) the change of curriculum should be based on the experience of the previous
curriculum; 3) the forms of ‘learning areas’ can be kept, but the relationship between
‘learning areas’ and ‘learning subjects’ needed to be clarified

The other 3 sub-projects research all through the methods of literature analysis,
focus groups discussion, the interview and questionnaire survey.

The sub-project 2 based on research results, it is found that information collected
from literature, focus group and questionnaire given by counseling group and teachers,
9 points of opinions have achieved the common-ground. These suggestions can be
taken as reference for future’s fixation of curriculum outline. Opinions are listed as
follow:

1. Category can be classified as “Field”. It is no need to be classified as

“Subject”.



2. The number of crucial issues should not be added without limitation. Existed
issues should be considered to be promoted to the level of “field”, or to
combine with the closest field in order to cope against the dilemma of
unpractical issues.

3. “Science and Live Technology Field” should be divided respectively into
“Science” and “Live Technology”. The latter should be combined with
“information education”.

4. Integrated teaching should be practiced in “Science and Live Technology
Field” during the phase of primary school. And the teaching of this field is
suggested to be divided into subjects as Biology, Physics, Chemistry and
Geosciences in junior high education.

5. Integrated teaching should be practiced in “Sociology Field” during the phases
of primary school. And the teaching of this field should be divided into
subjects as Geography, History and Morality.

6. Teaching of “Art and Humanity Field” should be taught based on varied
subjects since the 3" grade. However, opinions diverged regarding to the
classification of subjects. Suggestions are proposed as follows: subjects
divided based on visual, hearing and motion; based on music, art and art of
performance; or to abolish art of performance but keep music and art; or to
reconstruct art of performance into music and art.

7. “Health and Physical Education Field” should be taught in diverse subject
since the 3" or 4™ grade.

8. “Integrated Field” should dissolve with issues of Career Development,
Household and Gender Equivalence in addition to Group Activities, Scout and
Consultation.

9. “Integrated Field” should be taught respectively in subjects of Household,
Scout and Consultation.

Other related opinions should be served as the reference of future’s strategy and

curriculum design for field/ subject of primary/ secondary school education.

The sub-project 3 conclusions of this research are as following:

1. The total number of learning periods in a year keeps the same with the present
curriculum guideline.

2. Both the percentage mode and period mode are all suitable for the future
distribution of learning periods.

3.The ratio of the learning periods for each learning field/subject in each grade or
stage should consider the importance and function of each learning field /subject in
that stage.And it should not adopt the present straight line mode.



4.The present way that let the school can distribute the learning periods within the
limit of each field/subject should not be changed.

5.The establishment of the flexible learning periods with it’ s ideal nature and

functional nature has the necessity of maintenance.

6.Some fields/subjects should be increased the number of the learning
period.:mandarin,mathematics,social studies,nature and living

technology,english,health and physical education etc..
Finally,this research tries to propose a learning period framework for the future
curriculum guideline.

1. The total instruction days are 200 days(not include the national holidays and the
weekend).The term has 20 weeks and each week has 5 instruction days. But it
should follow the rule of Personnel Administration Bureau of the Executive Yuan.

2. The learning periods are divided into two categories: the learning periods of the
learning fields and the flexible learning periods.

3. Each period instructs 40-45 minutes in principle( primary school 40 minutes and
junior high school 45 minutes ).However,every school can flexibly adjust the
number of term weeks,the length of period,and the combination of class according
to the need of curriculum implementation and student’s learning progress.

4. The flexible learning periods are planned by schools to do the activities for the
whole school and the whole grade,to enforce the curriculums or activities
designed according to the school’s features,to arrange the selected learning
periods,to practice the remedy teaching,and to do the activities of classroom
guidance, moral education or student’s self learning etc..

5. If the learning activity covers two more learning periods, the number of learning
periods could be separately counted into each learning field.

6. Inthe principle of having fully instructed the learning periods,the committee of
school curriculum development can decide and arrange the learning periods for

every learning field in every week.

The hours of the tutor , the mid-noon rest and the cleaning activities are not included
into the learning periods.The activities of students non-learning periods are arranged
by school.

The sub-project 4results are as follows:

1. From the theories of child development, previous and current curriculum
standards/guidelines, learning levels/key stages of foreign countries, growing
stages of the character school, to the recent research findings, the stages are
included and the meaning behind them are discussed.

2. The committees of 1-9 Joint Curriculum Guidelines claim that learning
stages are not theory-based but follow the stages in previous curriculum



standards. The scholars of each learning area design its individual learning
stages.

3. Along with the 2008 curriculum guidelines, the learning stages of each
learning area have the same period except the area of “Health and Physical
Education”.

4. The editors of textbooks suggest to maintain the learning stage in its original
condition in 7-9 grades and to regulate it in 1-6 grades in accordance with the
characteristics of each learning area.

5. The experts and teachers of different learning area propose that learning
stages should meet with students’ age, social-cultural background. They also
point out that the difficulties of competence indicators in each learning stage
should be rediscussed. Math and English should be taught in
competence-based small groups.

6. The majority of elementary and junior high school teachers suggest that
their teaching would not be influenced by learning stages, so there is no need
to change.

Based on the results, this study proposes suggestions to update the learning

stages for the future curriculum guidelines.

IV.The nature of the research result and the suggestion for its implication

The sub-project 2 result of this research is mainly served as the reference for
Ministry of Education in fixing the following round of primary/ secondary school
curriculum principles. This research possesses empirical value, and helps establishing
the long-termed elementary mechanism.

The sub-project 3 result of this research is only provided for the policy refernce
of related education administration.It should have further and deeper consultation
before putting into practical policy.

V.The suggestion for the present or future education policy

The sub-project 2 suggestions proposed by this research to present or future

educational policy can be seen as follows:

1. The ideal of curriculum integration from Grade 1-9 curriculum outline surely
proven difficult to be fulfilled in past decade’s implementation. It is suggested
to Ministry of Education to take the difficulties and opinions reflected from
academic field and front-line teaching as reference when promoting
curriculum policy. Implementation of curriculum should retrace to parallel
focus on proficiency and practice, instead of emphasizing on the



implementation of “integrated teaching”. Based on varied elements of
different fields to allow the practice of diverse teaching methods in order to
achieve more outstanding teaching performance.

2. Settlement of “Crucial Issues” is an innovative creation to G-9 curriculum;
however the result of implementation seems unable to be perfect and frequent
new issues to pertinent field seem install burden on teachers. Therefore,
teachers have concepts toward this issue, which include: not to add new issues,
and to establish information education as the field of technology learning. It is
suggested to Ministry of Education to pay attention to this research result not
to add new issue for present phase. In the future, information education can be
individually established as the field of technology learning, and to combine
other relevant field with curriculum outline. Learning field should be resettled
as the main issue of curriculum design.

The sub-project 3 due to the enforcement of 12 year basic education in 2014,the
National Academy for Educational Reseach is responsible for the rearch of curriculum
and should offer an suggestion report.The result of this research can also be included
as a refernce.
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