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Perspective of Dropout in the United
States and Its Implication for Taiwan’s
High School Education

Lih Jiuan Fann*

Abstract

After World War II, the United States has extended its compulsory
secondary education to 12 years, therefore, their research and experiences
on dropouts are more extensive than Taiwan’s. Taiwan has just started
compulsory secondary education to 12 years since 2014, and the concerns
for dropouts are also shifting from junior high to high school. Although
dropout issue in Taiwan is not as serious as that in US, the distribution of
dropout rates among ethnic groups are varied. Taiwan indigenous student
dropout rate is four times more than that of general students, and the
average graduation rates of indigenous students in both high school and
vocational school are lower than that of general students. The indigenous
students also have lower college enrollment rates than general students.
From micro level of analysis, dropout behavior represents an interaction
among individual, family, school and social factors. However, macro level
of analysis indicates that the unequal distribution of educational resources
among gender, ethnic groups, regions, social strata and public or private
groups are the major barriers for preventing minority students (excluded
Asian Americans) in US and indigenous students in Taiwan from accessing
quality education. We also provide some suggestions for high school
curriculum based on the responses from the dropouts and the life course
perspective of adolescent.
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