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The Narrative Changes of Chinese History
in Junior High School Textbooks (1952-2008)

Pei-Fen Sung  Chun-Chieh Chen

After Taiwanese history became required reading in the history curricula of
primary and secondary schools in 1997, did Chinese history narratives also
change? This study attempts to understand the narrative changes in Chinese
history textbooks since Taiwan’s democratization and the effects they might
have on Taiwan’s national identity formation. We use the interpretive
text-analysis method to examine the National Standardized Version and the Of-
ficial Approved Version of junior high school history textbooks. The results
show that there have been five changes in the narratives of Chinese history
textbooks. However, because the dynastic linear narrative structure has not
changed, its function as a national history continues, making it the foundation
for Chinese national identity formation. We discuss the reasons for the continu-
ity and its implications on democratic citizenship education and history teaching
and learning. We call for a reconstruction of Chinese history textbook narrative
from a world-history perspective.
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