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The implementation of Small Class Teaching in Hong Kong
secondary schools and its implications

ZHANG Yuefeng
The Hong Kong Institute of Education

TANG Yiu Nam
Workers’ Children Secondary School

Abstract

Due to the demographic change, many people opined that Small Class Teaching (SCT)
would be a long-term solution for the drastic secondary school enrolment decline. SCT has
been officially adopted as an education policy since 2009/10 academic year by EDB and
introduced in more than 300 primary schools. On the other hand, SCT has also been tried
out in many secondary schools. This article reports a study in which a questionnaire survey
was first used to obtain a whole picture of how SCT is used in Hong Kong secondary
schools. In-depth case studies were then conducted to find out the implementation of SCT
in great details. This study attempts to grasp the whole picture of how secondary schools
in Hong Kong are using SCT, what challenges they are facing in introducing SCT and
what strategies they use to tackle the problems. Implications on promoting SCT practices
in secondary schools will be put forward, which may help inform the Government’s future
policy of SCT.

Keywords

Small Class Teaching in Hong Kong, SCT in secondary school, research on educational
policy
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