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Jesuit Translations and Writings in the Late Ming:
A New Look at their Influence on Chinese
Culture

Sher-Shiueh Li

The Jesuits” arrival in late Ming China played a significant role in early modern Chinese
cultural history, yet the impact of this cultural exchange has not been fully examined.
This paper aims to unveil the ways in which Buddhists borrowed Christian cosmology
to explore Buddhist geography. It also makes clear the Jesuit influences on literary
criticism and creation in the fields of Chinese drama, poetry, fiction, and rhetoric. 1
argue that through translations and original writings, the Jesuits contributed more to
Chinese culture than has been previously acknowledged, and that Chinese cultural
history should be rewritten to account for the Jesuits’ salient influence. The paper ends
by examining the late Ming Christian convert Xu Guangqi’s use of Buddhist sutras to
gloss the Shijing. That a high-ranking government official such as Xu would appropriate
a canonical Confucian text in this manner reveals the flagrant heterogeneity of late

Ming Chinese culture.
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# (Diego de Pantoja, 1571-1618) (%) HAmEEME" - HAVfERE
—ARH R B ERIES | - I MERE Y E S e EE - &
HAERAHERE - A NBEIEEEE - NrIReES S T L B ErMEEw
e I LAEYE SR (&) - HEEYE S AKERIET - i
Ag—HATRE—HLE - N Tigk, /Y () AE—pRE
Ry - A R EREER S - FRGE ] R E S B
EFEAEWESTHER " AW, & il TEYHER  ABEEZR
WE BRI ((WE) - Hib) #Z - Rl (W) e (i
#) BB ( (MBH) - H81-83) - ZEEMEEEMN "E#EH, &
"PEEEL R (REER) MERGRE XA S EERER -
(R WP EEREVIRA - ffEHNESaE - ~E
Wiy —H > AR -

P RIER D - —BRRRE 0 T RFMERRS - AR KR
AR PP R IRAT R AT cMEAMSE  RERMIE
(R AEEBRT o AFEe  MEA R RREILAK - AT R
R Tkl ak | A WEAE - ( () 0 H6a6b)

(R AR A (RE) MERBG TR (AR ~ G~ (rIn) (8
) o (E) o RFI R (WR) () 62 (FiL: EBER
1918 » E5a-6b) ° T3l (&) M XHREL & -

TRARBER > NEETAREESHE  (BAES

B fRAR - & 5D e



B AR —— A RIS G T AR BE 19

IR R —E - HIERERRRE - AR IRsER (E5)
RIS (288 > 2:921) » H TgE ) ERBHEE "L, R E
FEEVBEAHTZHE > NBACNEEFEEZRESE - MiE "L, Al
bttt > JERZHIFENIIEE (CREEE) THMEHERN Tht, & (FIRE
fi > 1:377-378) - HWFEMARWM S - AVFERTFAAGZH > HE T4
SRR A G Rt Fr R

Brw o THAE REAAHEL  FAM (R) & BRARE
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EEHET - — KRR EETEESH - —R ek - a0 (E5E) Al T
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57 Plutarch, “On Brothetly Love,” VI, 485: F, in his Moralia 171, trans. W. C. Helmbold p. 291 ;
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(R EEE) (F: FEETRH 2007 H217) 5 ez % RLEE E206-
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Cinese 325 ; 45" 5 ~ A0 58 » T4=3F5 % (2013) » H23Z25M Aok it JF Xk 2
B P K25 TEFAER
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% Cf. Nicolas Standaert (1987): “The Jesuits’ Preaching of the Buddha in China”and Ronchey.
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FHBM (WE) BRI T EE ) 2 RECTRR I
(Aquiloni) B2 TP, ( Zephyrum) ZEBKINZEEH L1 TR EEEE LY
CRCE ) RETEDL TREAL ) B - S S A R
B+ R R AR A

Vt in arboribus robustiores sunt partes Aquiloni opposite, quam qua
Austrum aut Zephyrum spectant: Ita fortiores ac firmiores sumus in

. . . . 2, 00
his, in quibus nos duris casibus fortuna exercuit.”

BiA b 0 B T @ Ed o A H# - BRHBAEINEEE
H o
((=%) >2:605)

AL ES AR T FOCSE 4] &8 F—5 M K2 "TEH
iE ) P - POOCERR - R EFEE R DOERRL T 8T > DilE—
T B F RIS R LU R AR T L - (BmmEe) & (&
£2) xeltbsan s - TR mHE TE, o S AN

Vt palme arboris ramus, imposito onere non deflectitur in terram

czeterarum more, sed remittitur, & vltro aduersus sarcine pondus erigit

 Desiderius Erasmus, Parabole sine Similia des. Eras. Rot. ex diligenti avctorvm collatione novissimwm

regognita, cum vocabulorum aliquot non ita vulgarinm explicatione. Accesservnt annotationes longe vtilissime, vna
cum indice, qua adolescentia vsum manifeste commonstrabunt, anctore loanne Artopao Spirense. Similitudines
alia etiam collectanea ex Cicerone, aliisque scriptoribus addite , p. 181. Craig R. Thompson and R. A. B.
Mynors, eds., Collected Works of Erasmus, 86 vols, 23: 268 ¥} J& g B 3% 89 %38 4R © “Just as
in trees the parts exposed to the north are more robust than what faces south or west, we are
braver and stronger in those fields in which fortune has given us some experience of things
going wrong.” Parabole sine Similia VAF 8 %% PS; Collected Works of ErasmusVA T & CWE © # B
B AN AL (BRE) vkE - AeE (2012) -
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sese: Ita viri fortis animus, quo plus negotiis premitur, quoque magis

. . 67
szuit fortuna, hoc est erectior.
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AIBCH S ABIIREE - FrDA (CEmse) B (EEE) HUSCERMRE - HEEk
FEFFRI R 2 A] o JERTDARCRE] T St s - HNERE TR
R R B A BRI S A T RIBRE ZAF - RS > NEER - k
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" PS, 173. CWE, p. 26389 3% 742 F : “Like a palm-branch which, when a burden is hung on
it, does not bend down to the ground as other branches do, but resists and pushes upwards
unbidden against the weight of its load, so the brave man’s spirit is more unbending, the more
he is oppressed by business or assailed by misfortune.
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B AJEEATEERY TS, - ERETIHREMRE (f. « 689-691) FF (K
HEBERRERZS) - HPER  TERRETNENRZ - —YIE L
IRMERES o EERERATS | FTREHY B AP K BHAES (904-975)
By (FEEER) - TRE TEM-UEL R, BRI YR
OERE - ) " e (ERRRS) 30 (FE8ER) - Fral T RERIRME - AR
o oy TREEE S TRORRUATE TAUAR L RENERMTS HATRERY T AR
B, o ARG (E T F i EAERN TG ) PR RMhEDL
BRI - AR eSS EE - ME R et E— A ER - T
BWET TEES ) 3 TEEE  Callegory) T 2 B BOLEE R 0 8
ks THEE ¢ #E (FF) BB - A TR BC TS L IS -
BEEREE T - PEIE (GEE - BE) DK - REHRE - REBHED
i AR (Origen, « 184-253) BIREIEZ » mEA KRG ZL
(John Cassian, . 360-435) HY " PUFEMEFEE , (fourfold allegory ) B " J&
FEFHE ) (spiritual reading) H7 o @EILL - HRCEUIEAIAINEES [T
A - RMEHRREER (F) -+ mEMS TH80EE , —aFEIITP
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[EAX - RVEEE - (F5%k) &k (KIEFKR) - 48: 847c - A EHAHRF A ALY
(2009 » B52-54) -

" R,Origen (1973, pp. 269-287)¥2Cassian (1985, pp. 160-161); John Cassian, Conferences, (1985,
pp- 160-161) pp. 160-161 °
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Renaissance: The Role of Jesuits in the Early Modernity of China” ° % 34 R.290% (20120 B432-
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