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The Recent Content and Orientation of Social Studies
Curriculum :A Study of Five Countries and One Area

Abstract

This paper studies the recent content and orientation of social studies curriculum in
five countries and one area . These five countries and one area are : the United States of
America, United Kindom, Finland, Japan, Mainland China and Hong kong. The purpose
of this research is to understand the recent curriculum design and main content of these
countries and area in social studies for primary and middle schools, and the research results
can be offered as a reference of our country’s social studies curriculum development
and curriculum guideline in the future. The research methods of this study adopted the

documentary and literature analysis, and the focus group discussion .

According to their tradition and situation, the social studies curriculums of every
countries will have different forms and contents and also have different features, changes
and orientations. This study first separately described each country’s main content, basic
features, changes and orientation of social studies curriculum. Finally in the conclusion, a
table was used to put the key points, the features, the changes and the orientatioins together

to have a contrast presentation for reference.

This study also analyzed the integrated or disintegrated situation in every countries’
social studies curriculum. The result was also arranged, classified and presented in a form

of table as a reference.

Keywords: social studies curriculum, content, orientation
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