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Study on Appropriateness of the Ability Index of “Arts and

Literature” Curriculum in Junior High School

Chen, Si-Lu
Assistant Researcher, National Academy for Educational Research Preparatory
Offiice

Abstract

In the reformation of the 9-Year Joint Curricula Plan, the concept of learning field
for “arts and literature™ replaces the arts academic division in the past, which is a
pioneering work in the curriculum history in Taiwan with well conception and
perfection. However, from the Department of Education established the Curriculum
Research and Amendment Commission in 1998 until now, there are a lot of opinions
and problems in those 3 years. Since the range of problems is very complicated,
including curriculum idea, curriculum integration, learning time, ability index,
curriculum planning and designing, curriculum evaluation, and teaching development
and further education, the monitoring educational organization can not make a measure
to get instant results.

Among these, the ability index in each learning stage set in curriculum guideline
cause arguments and doubts widely. Especially, whether the collocation of the first stage
and life curriculum and the linkage of the forth stage and curriculum of elementary
school and junior high school meets the interest, ability and request of the students in
that stage, that is suitability, is the problem worth concerns. Therefore, from 2004 the
author has worked with another research Liu, Yin-Shu to make a national survey for the
suitability of ability index in the first stage; this study plan to probe into the part of
junior high school (the forth stage) continuously.

The national education expresses basic spirit and reach final objective with
announcing ideal curriculum and practicing specific teaching. In accordance with it

original intention, curriculum and teaching shall be consistent, clear in level and have
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the same nature no matter elementary school and junior high school. However, it is a
pity that it cause serious drop in the stage of junior high school due to a lot of external
factors, especially in the aspect of arts education. The reason absolutely related to that
the Assessment of Basic Achievement does not include arts subjects.

How is the importance of “educational level” or “ability” of junior high school
students? How about the relation between those two? Is the ability index of “arts and
literature field” regulated by the Department of Education “arts knowledge” of various
arts academic division or “basic ability” the national compulsory education would like
to develop? What is the point of view while scholars explain and transform ability index?
It need further research for those problems. Accordingly, the purposes of this study are:
1. To identify the content and value of ability index in “arts and literate” field.

2. To understand the comprehension level of teachers for the content of ability index.

3. To understand the identification level of teachers for suitability of ability index.

4. To understand the support level of teachers for expected practice of ability index.

5. To provide research findings and suggestions to plan curriculum outlines of “arts and

literature™ field for reference.

This study uses the approach of document and record analysis, questionnaire,
interview, and discussion of professionals. It research for the point of view of teachers
for suitability of ability index in arts and literature filed in the stage of junior high
school in the aspect of the comprehension, identification and expected practice of
teachers for ability index in arts and literature filed in the stage of junior high school;
the evaluation of whole suitability for ability index in arts and literature filed in the
stage of junior high school (including the suitability of ability index and development of
ten basic abilities as the purpose of the national education, the suitability of ability index
and ten basic abilities as the purpose of the three main axles in learning field, the
suitability of ability index and basic abilities of arts, the suitability of ability index and
basic learning content of arts, the suitability of ability index and basic humanist
accomplishments, and the suitability of ability index and learning purposes of visual arts,

music, performing and arts); and the specific opinions of missing problems of ability
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index addressed by teachers. With combination of document analyses, questionnaire and

discussion, it summarizes related finings and makes 6 specific conclusions to related

people or organizations for reference:

L. For the internal problem of ability index, it suggests:

1.

The description of ability index has better simplify in outline.

. The content of ability index may be more clear and definite.

2
3.
4

The range of ability index may be separated to different levels for accuracy.

. The ability index shall take care of main objective of “the arts learning with the

core of humanist accomplishments™ in national education.
The ability index shall consider the three essential factors of body and mind
development, learning interest and life request, and can not do one thing and

neglect another.

II. Except of ability index, for complete set problems, it suggests:

1.

It plans to study the practicability of adding arts and literature filed into the
assessment of basic achievement.
It encourage that the teachers of arts and literature field try to design curriculum

together, and take cooperative teaching method.

. The explanation and transformation of ability index shall have proper flexibly

according to people, time, and place

To understand the prerequisite and entry behavior of students is helpful to
teaching.

It builds well learning environment and balances the source of arts and literature

between urban and rural.
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