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The enlightenment of Confucius and Mencius'
education thoughts and teaching methods to modern
teaching

Wen-Shu Lin
Associate Researcher
National Academy for Educational Research

Abstract

During the period of Spring-Autumn and Warring States, various
academic ideological trends were vigorous development. Confucius was the
first person who taught the classical culture to common people, and become
a teacher of the highest sage. Confucius' educational goal was to cultivate a
person of perfect personality namely so-called "the gentleman". Confucius'
teaching methods included: to teach by personal example, to adapt the
difference of students, to guide students "to study" and "to think" at the same
time, to emphasize in the life practice, to influence the harmony between the
behavior and personality of students by the guidance of "ritual" and "music".
His inspiration teaching and to teach students accordance with their abilities
were still the most ideal teaching ways for nowadays teachers.

Mencius' life followed Confucius voluntarily. His education thoughts also
absorbed from Confucius, and explained more clearly. He said: "Xia called
xiao, Yin called xu, Zhou called xiang. Schools had the same destination
in the three Dynasties, all in order to expound human relationships." His
proposal that "human nature is basically good" influenced especially great to
the significance of Chinese education. It laid the foundation for the human
initiative and optimistic learning power.

Today all kinds of information had developed more complexly,
people pursued the widespread knowledge to the utmost. But pursuing
knowledge more widespread was more easily to lose the criterion of self-
value judgment. How can in the diverse knowledge learning, to grasp
the criterion of value judgment might say was the important topic of the
current curriculum studies. This article by means of reviewing the education
thoughts of Confucius and Mencius, expected that had some introspection
and inspiration to us.

Keywords : Confucius, Mencius, education thought, teaching method
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