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The Change of Policy of Secondary
Schools Teachers’ Professional Ethics
iIn Mainland China:1984-2012

Qi Min Su*

Abstract

From 1984 to 2012, the State Administration Department of Mainland
China has promulgated 12 policies relating to professional ethics of middle
school teachers. This paper is an analysis and an evaluation of the making
of policy of professional ethics of middle school teachers at national
level from the historical perspective. In 1984, the Ministry of Education
(MOE) of the People’s Republic of China (PRC) has promulgated the
first policy of teacher professional ethics. After that relevant promulgated
policies displayed obvious political characters of a national ideology. With
the implementation of the 1993 “Teachers law of PRC” relevant policies
began to seek legal basis with a focus on improving the system of teacher
professional ethics. In 2010, new programmatic policies of education
reform came out with the creation of “professional teachers team”.
As consequence, relevant policies concerning professional standards
of different types of teachers with a strong emphasis on professional
ethics are made. In the conclusion, a summary of the transformation of
middle school teachers’ professional ethics change is given: from slogan
mobilization to legal safeguard; from abstract policy to specific policy;
from general application to classification application; from vocational
ethics to professional ethics.
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