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R JE T 158 -124 -110 -1.743 -127  -112 -1.770
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The Value of Children and Fertility Expectation

Yang, Tien-Tun

Abstract

The study explored how the value of children influenced fertility expectation. The subjects
were residents of southern Taiwan, where the birth rate has been lowest over the last ten years.
Using quota sampling, 489 valid questionnaires were obtained from Chiayi County, Chiayi City,
Tainan County, Tainan City, Kaohsiung County, Kaohsiung City and Pingtung County. Research
tools used for data collection and analysis included the Value of Children Scale (the value of
having children), the Cost of Children Scale (the cost of having children) and demographic in-
formation. Descriptive statistics, t-test, one-way ANOVA, Pearson's product-moment correlation
and multiple regression were used to evaluate and analyze factors. Results of the southern
Taiwan samples indicated that:

1. “Power, Influence and Effectance”, “Primary Group Ties, Affiliation”, “Stimulation, Novelty and
Fun” and “Morality” were significantly higher than the theoretical midpoint.

2. “Responsibility for Children’s Education” and “Loss of Personal Freedom” were significantly

higher than the theoretical midpoint.

The fertility expectation of most residents was two children.

Female residents have a slightly higher fertility expectation than male residents.

The older the residents, the higher their fertility expectation, and vice versa

© 0k w

The more the residents recognize the value having children, the larger their expected ideal
number of children. The more they recognize the cost of having children, the smaller their
expected ideal number of children.

7. The more the residents recognized “Morality” as the value of having children, the greater
their expected ideal number of children.

Keywords: the value of children, the value of having childrenthe cost of having children,
fertility expectation

Yang, Tien-Tun Department of Sociology, National Chengchi Univeysi
(98254503@nccu.edu.tw)

- 88 -



