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The Main Characteristics of Moral
Education Curriculum in Korea
and its Current Development

Yen Hsin Chen* Tak Joon Jung**

Abstract

In this paper, the authors mainly discuss the characteristics, contents and
problems on the current implementation of moral education in South
Korea. Four main characteristics are found: First, moral education is
treated as an independent subject under the topic ‘morality’ and ‘ethics’
in the National Curriculum, which is practiced through formal curriculum
by specialized school teachers. Second, moral education is recognized in a
broader sense, dealing with both internal and external moral issues which
include domestic affairs, unification of both Koreas, global problems,
information technology, human rights and multicultural issues. Third,
moral education tries to cover concepts and theories on social as well
as individual moral issues, such as “resolution of conflict”, “equality”,
“environment”, “war and peace”, “happiness”, “self-realization”,
“love”, and “liberty”. Finally, moral education is constructed so that
it is in harmony with moral virtues and moral judgment. Despite its
comprehensive character, Korean moral education has been confronted
with several problems which are largely connected with the academic
achievement-driven social phenomena. This reflects the lack of interests in
moral education among educational policy makers.
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