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The Mass Higher Education in
Mainland China and Its Changes in
Hierarchy Structure: 1999-2008

Xiao Fang Yang* Wen Qin Shen**

Abstract

1999-2008 is a decade during which higher education in Mainland China
experienced a rapid expansion. The goal of mass higher education was
achieved in this period. This paper examines the structural changes in
the hierarchy of higher education in higher education during the period.
The findings indicate that Mainland China adopted routes to realize mass
higher education that are similar to those of Western countries, namely,
promotion of vocational education and development of junior college
education. However, compared with most Western countries, the proportion
of junior college students is lower than that of the undergraduate students.
The commonly accepted “pyramid” structure of high education not been
formed yet.
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