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A Review of the Execution of the
Mother-Language Policy among New
Immigrants

Yu Ching Yeh*

Abstract

In the past five years, the children of school age of new immigrants
doubled in number. To preserve their mother-language, the Ministry of
Education has put forth the “Plan of Education Improvement for the
Children of New Immigrants” and sponsored language courses for them
in primary and secondary schools. Two issues of the program need to
be addressed: 1. Mother language learning policy should be mapped
so to meet the interests of the immigrants and their families. As such,
the legitimacy of government’s policy can be accepted with sufficient
evidences. 2. Mother language policy, on the one hand, would enhance
children’s understanding of their mother language and culture. What the
government should do is to provide incentives so that the learning of
mother language would be effective. Besides, such policy would indirectly
elevate immigrants’ social status from a learner to an educator. She would
engage herself actively in such project of teaching. As seen in Japan, a
similar policy has increased immigrant women’s self-identification and
balanced the power relationships in their families.

Keywords: children of cross-national marriage families, heritage language
learning, heritage language courses, multi-lingual education
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