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A Study of the Factors Determining the
Engagement of High School Students

Dian Fu Chang* Sung Po Lin** Wen Ching Chou***

Abstract

This paper studies student’s engagement in high schools and designs
a theoretical framework to explores the factors relating to student
engagement in learning situation, and to work out a method for school
teaching improvement. Here, questionnaire survey of student engagement
and learning performance is taken. Its data are then analyzed. The result
of this study reveals gender as an indirect factor while school types and
school locations as direct factors that affect student’s engagement. In
general, students’ gender, their majors, and their family’s social and
economic status would be the main factors affecting cognitive engagement,
personality and schools. To the question of which engagement style may
exert more powerful influence on their learning performance, our study
points out that cognitive engagement is the most important factor, while
behavioral and psychological engagement come in the second. This study
offers some suggestions for the improvement of high schools teaching.
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