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A Comparative Study of the Curriculum
Guidelines of High School in Taiwan and Japan

Kun Chung Li’

Abstract

This paper is a comparative study of the guidelines for the reform of curriculum
of high school in Taiwan and Japan in the span of 2008-2010. By examining
documents and analyzing literature (Taiwan's "High School General Curriculum
Guidelines" (2010) and Japan's "High School General Curriculum Standards"
(2009), we find that each country has its own unique features. However, one also
discovers that the curriculum development achieved by Japan has an advantage.
The setting-up of a system of cyclical curriculum development process, the
expediting formulation for the subjects of national language, literature and history,
the development of curriculum based on international comparison and students'
performance, as well as a more professional and democratic process for curriculum

development, all these are recommended for Taiwan.
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