
48

Hong Kong Teachers’  Centre Journal��� !"#$%� ,Vol. 5

© Hong Kong Teachers’  Centre 2006

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-.!"#

�� !"#$%

A review on the history of Hong Kong's

language teaching policies and opinions on

improving the standard of language teaching

�� 

�� !"#$% &

��

�� !"#$%&'()

ENF �� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0$1� !2340526789)*:;<='>?@-

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./01234�567.89:%�;<=3>?@ABCDE

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./012345 !67"589:;<1=>?@AB/CD

�� !"#$

EOF �� !"#$%&'()*+,-./01'(,*23-.&456789:

�� 

�� !"!�#$"%!&'"()&)!*"+,!*

Abstract

The article discusses the topic in two ways:

(1) The writer attempts to review the history of language teaching policies and explore the development of medium of

instruction in schools in the past century while undermining the use of mother-tongue teaching.  The writer also

reviews the changes of language teaching policies in Hong Kong before and after the unification of Hong Kong

with her motherland, thus making Hong Kong a unique language area after a period of over one hundred years.

This is mainly due to the encouragement of using English as a main teaching medium in most schools under the
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British rule before the unification.  This may contribute Hong Kong to become an international city.

(2) The writer suggests ways to raise the level of "bi-literate and tri-lingual" (language policy) skills at a faster pace

and also brings out eleven personal opinions on how to improve the standard of language teaching.

Keywords

bi-literate and tri-language, the language policy, mother-tongue teaching, medium of instruction in secondary schools,

foreign language
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