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A Discussion of the Transformation
Development Differences of Small-Sized
Remote Elementary Schools in Taipe1 County

Sen-Zong Lee
National Chengchi University

In academic year 2006, there are 2,635 elementary schools around the country, 744 of which
are of remote districts, at the percentage of 28.5 of total. Due to the impact of decreasing birth
rate, industrial changes, and increasing urban aggregation, the students of small-sized remote
elementary schools are declining dramatically. That also results in that small-sized elementary
schools in remote districts now face the adverse conditions that they are being transformed,
consolidated, and demised.

Given that economic resources are effectively and efficiently utilized, small-sized schools can
be innovatively transformed by the change of principals’ leadership styles, community resource
integration, and guaranteed teaching quality. To explore the operation values of transforming
small-sized remote schools, the conceptive of developing small-sized remote elementary schools as
charter schools has to be reconsidered. To enhance their academic performances, students should
experience, explore, and broaden learning. In this way, small-sized remote schools can find out an
alternative of surviving, and further applies it as the strategy of school sustainable management.

The research is mainly discussed about differences in their environments, natures,
extracurricular activities, curriculums, and the sources of subsidies, and demographics of Cianhua
Elementary School in Shimen, Hengsun Elementary School in Sanjhih, Changkang Elementary
School in Bali, and Reuiping Elementary School in Linkou. Based on the results of the research,
conclusions and also certain comments are made to provide for the authorities, and executives of
educational department of governmental agencies. It is hopt that those conclusions and comments
can help to improve fhe transformation of small-sized remote schools.
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