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Critical Discourse Analysis on Political
Ideologies in the Fifth Grade Social-Study
Textbooks

Ya-Hsuan Wang Chia-Ju Yu
National Chung Cheng University

This paper aims to analyze the textbook Social Study with a CDA framework in order to
deconstruct the discourses of national hegemony and political ideologies. Several discourses have
been successfully extracted. In terms of epistemological selection, the textbook tries to present
the government as its knowledge interest in a way of one-dimension positive presentation model
and thus ignores the subjectivity of students. In terms of methodology, the textbook processes
several linguistic strategies such as the government-based linguistic surface structure, the syntactic
structure of slogan style, the ‘positive self-description’ lexicon, the ‘omission-avoidance’ schematic
structure, and hyperbole and euphemism in its rhetoric. In terms of discourses, this paper induces
three discourses from the textbook—the discourse of situated-policy for sale; the discourses of
intensification for state role and the discourse of mitigation for public dispute; and the discourses
of exclusion for the past government and the discourses of inclusion for the present one. In
conclusion, the CDA results show that the political ideologies in this textbook corresponding to the
national hegemony reproduces and legitimates the knowledge for the ruling party, yet disobeys the
curriculum guideline.

Keywords: critical discourse analysis, political ideologies, textbooks studies





