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A case study of Hong Kong education reform:
critical review of secondary and higher education

system reform blueprint in 1988
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Abstract

The Education and Manpower Bureau has published recently a report on the new academic structure for senior secondary
education and higher education. The proposed “3+3+4” reform will provide three years of junior secondary education, three
years of senior secondary education and four years of university education. Many educators supported this proposal. However,
it is important to note that the current proposed reform is actually similar to a blueprint of the academic structure reform put
forth by 21 education concern groups in 1988. The blueprint was proposed as a response to the recommendations of the
Education Commission Report Number Three published in 1988. And this blueprint was not accepted by the Hong Kong
Government. This paper reports and comments on these proposals and blueprints with a view to generating constructive

insights for building an ideal education system in Hong Kong.
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