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Taoistic Creativity

You-yuh Kuo
ABSTRACT

According to the UNESCO, Tao Teh Ching is the most translated script next to the Bible. It
still grows at the rate of two new translations per year. Obviously, Tao Teh Ching is still subjected
to different interpretations. This paper offers a psychological interpretation. Taoistic personality,
knowledge, and processes related to creativity have been delineated from the writings of Lao Tzu,
Chuang Tzu, and Lieh Tzu. Taoistic personality is characterized by flexibility, state of reverie, and
following the course of nature. Besides, Taoists have will-free personality. They let others to express
individuality and creativity. Taoistic knowledge emphasizes self-knowledge and intuition. Both of
them requires losing conventional knowledge. Taoistic processes are discussed in terms of Wallas
creative processes, dialectics, and synectics. The above concepts and processes appeared in the
Taoistic scripts about two thousands years ago, they become common senses now in the psychology

of creativity. Yet, scholars still wonder if any more left unexplored.

Key Words: Lao Tzu, Chuang Tzu, Lieh Tzu, Tao Teh Ching, creativity, Taoistic personality, Taoistic

knowledge, Taoistic process.
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