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which sees them as crucial to its goal of being internationally competttive.

TOGRAPIIS FOR THE CHRONICLE BY DAVID MCINTYRE, BUACK §1AR

Students from mainland China have been recruited by the U. of Hong Kong,

Hong Kong’s Universities See the Mainland
as Iertile Ground for Recruiting Students

Their numbers are small, but they are expanding the region’s academic influence

HONG KONG
AYLOR SUN’S PARENTS work at Peking
I University, Cluna’s most highly re-
: garded liberal-arts institution. He
has lived since birth in the housing complex
opposite the campus, and he went to the
university’s elementary school and high
school When he took the national matric-
ulation examination, he scored high enough
to attend Peking. His parents were proud
and his classmates envious—but Mr. Sun
decided that it was time for a move,
in late August, after the Chinese Uni-
versity of Hong Kong offered him a schol-
arship as an information-engineering ma-
jor, he joined a steady trickle of mainland
students heading for the former British
colony. Now in the middle of his first year,
he is still struggling with Cantonese-—the
variety of Chinese spoken i Hong Kong.
And he 15 still trying to make friends, and
still trying to decipher the enclave’s bus
routes
“When [ have time to myself, I like to go
wandering, but [ get lost a lot,” says Mr.
Sun, a tall, rotund 18-year-old “What 1 like
about IHong Kong is that I can make deci-
sions for myself and take chances, finally.”
Four years after Britain returned its
colony to China, mainiand students are a
fixture in Hong Kong's higher-education
system Once virtually banned from study-
ing here, mamland students are now im-
portant assets for Hong Kong’s struggling
universities, particularly the top two. Al-
though mainland undergraduates make up
only 1 percent of the student populations
at the University of Hong Kong and at 1ts
rival, the Chinese Unversity, administrators

BY JIANG XUEQIN

say they play a vital and growing role. The
University of Hong Kong sees mainland tal-
ent as crucial to its goal of being interna-
tionally competitive; Chinese University
plans to become the center of education in
southern China, aiming eventually to attract
one-third of its students from the mainland.

A

‘enneth Young, of the Chinese U.
of Hong Kong: “The freedom
of discourse 1s newer for manlanders,
so they take advantage of it.”

Both participate in a new program that per-
mits them to recruit mainland students.
But both universities must first overcome
the cultural misunderstandings between the
mainland and Hong Kong. For decades, res-
idents of Hong Kong, long one of Asia’s
chief centers of entrepencurial capitalism,
considered China a poor, backward dicta-
torship where inveterate Communists ruled
over country bumpkins. In turn, mainland-
crs decried what they saw as Hong Kong's
crass materialism and smug individualism.
Indeed, Chinese tourists to Hong Kong still
feel discriminated against—for instance,
when they are stopped by police officers
who suspect them of immigration violations.
Recently, Hong Kong’s Supreme Court, in
a controversial decision, ruled that main-
land children of Hong Kong residents are
allowed in only on one-month visas. As the
mainland cconomy surges and Hong Kong's
falters, officials of the enclave are beginming
to rethink the attitude of discumination
against mainlanders—especially students,

MAINLAND TALENT

Four years ago, it was Beijing that for-
bade mainland undergraduates to study in
Hong Kong’s universities, for fear that the
government would be accused of inundat-
ing Homg Kong with mainlanders and
threatening the territory’s prosperity and
autonomy. “It was much haider for Chincse
students to get a visa 10 study in FHong Kong
than in the United States,” says the Um-
versity of Hong Kong’s registrar, Henry Wai.,

But Hong Kong universities felt that they®
were being denied mainland-student talent,
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50 they petiioned Clina's Minstry of Ed-
ucation to reverse the pohicy, Eventually the
nunistry permitted all eight of Hong Kong's
public unwversities to recruit mailand stu-
dents who have been admitted to umversi-
ties mn the cities of Beijing, Guangzhou, and
Shanghai. and 1n hiangsu, a province in cen-
tral China, or who are already studying
there The education munstry requires Hong
Kong universities to work with mainland 1n-
stitutions and only pernuts them to recruit
students from those tnstitutions, The Uni-
versily of Hong Kong recruits students from
the three best mawmland universities—
Pehing Umiversity and Tsinghua University,
in Benmg, and Fudan University, n Shang-
ha1 Chinese Umiversity recruits from Peking
and Fudan The mainland wstitutions coop-
‘tate reluctantly and try to hang on to their
best students. After Mr Sun got into Peking,
he atiended a recruitment sesston and de-
caided to apply to the Chinese University
Hong Kong Jockey Club Chanties Trust,
the phitanthropic branch of a popular
horse-racing track, donated the equivalent
of $17-million Tast year ta pay for three-
year scholarships for 450 mainiand students
to study i Hong Kong. in an attempt to
improve refations between Hong Kong and
the mawland The first batch of 150 students
arnved i 1999, with 30 students each go-
g to the two lcading Hong Kong univer-
sities Despite public wariness about main-
landers, the Hong Kong government ex-
pressed support for the ctfort, last year
passing legislation to permit students from
the mamiand to stay n Hong Kong and
work after graduation.

ACTIVE RECRUITING

The University of Hong Kong hopes to
Tecruit as many as 500 land i

“Our strategy i1s

to becomne southern
Cluna’s education hub,”
says Arthur Li,

the vice chancellor

at the Chinese Unversity
of Hong Kong.

Mr Postighone believes that the enclave’s
higher-education system must recruit more
studenis and more professors from the
mainland to stay competitive.

‘The Chinese Umversity of Hong Kong
has a more ambitious goal: “Our long-term
strategy is to become southern China’s ed-
ucation hub,” says Arthur Li, the vice chan-
cellor The university's faculty, internation-
al profile, and location will attract students
from the soutbern Chinese mainland, which
lacks strong umversities, he says “There’s a
general perceplion in Hong Kong that it can
do without the mainland, but that's a false

nest year. up considerably from the 30 new
students recrutted this year Financing for
the additronal students remams to be found.
The University of Hong Kong now has
420 research graduate students and 90 un-
dergiaduates from the maimnland. “They're
impressive,” says lan Davies, the vice chan-
cellor “There's always been concern about
these mamiand students taking jobs away
from Hong Kong students, but Hong Kong
students can learn much from these mamn-
landers, especially Chinese culture”
Kenneth Young, pro vice chancellor at
the Chinese University of Hong Kong, says

pr Tlong Kong’s success depends on
the matntand.”

Mr. Li acknowledges that the Chinese Uni-
versity itself does not have a strong brand
name on the manfand That is why the fac-
ulty, especially from the business school, is
rapudly expanding its presence in China Be-
sides a prodigious number of academic ex-
changes and jomnt-research programs in the
department of business admunstration, the
business school—Asta's top business institu-
tion, according to London’s Financial
Times—has established a master's program
1n finance at Tsinghua University and plans
to establish an independgnt master’s program

close to 95 percent of the foreign
students on that campus are from the mamn-
land. Indeed, 44 percent of the candidates
studying for doctorates in Hong Kong—776
out of 1.758— are from the mainland.

Gerard Postighone, director of the Wah
Chung Center of Research on Education
China. at the Umiversity of Hong Kong, says
the enclave's umiversitics are recruiting
mamland students because the acadernic
skills of Hong Kong students, especially in
Fnglish are g
“Hong Kong students are provinctal and
utthtarian.” he says “It's true that Hong
Kong students can say whatever they want.
but the freedom of discourse is newer for
manlanders, so they take advantage of it.”

The university's mamland recruitment,
however, has a sclfish goal, according to a
campus official who requests anonymity Its
chief purpose. this ofticial says, 1s to replace
its vwi worst students

Hong Kong companies are demonstrat-

n g in i “One-third of our
faculty does China research,” says Japhet
Law, the business school’s dean. “Our No. 1
stratcgic partner is China.”

If the two leading Hong Kong universities
want more mainland studeats, how do mamn-
landers feel about Hong Kong universities?

Mr Sun says he finds his days at the Clu-
nese University of Hong Kong busy and ful-
filling; when he's not in class or studying, he
plays basketball, goes to guest lectures, and of-
ten attends dinners held by other mainlanders.
He has a cell phone, a personal computer with
Internet access, and atr conditioning, all luxu-
ties on the mainland He and a roommate
share cramped quarters, but back at Peking
University, he would have shared an even
smaller room with three other peaple

And even the notorious arrogance toward
mamlanders no longer seems like such a
problem “The Hong Kong economy is no
tonger growng as fast as it once did, so Hong
Kong people are now msecure and feel

ing a strong prefe for stud who
have studied overseas, in part because the
best students there tend to go abroad, and

land Chinese,” says Is-
abella Wong, director of China affaiss at the
University of Hong Kong. Mr. Sun concurs:

“There’s only a small segment of the student
population that looks down on mamfanders,
but they just ignore us.”

in fact, some mamland students can now
took down on their Hong Kong counterparts
Mamland students may not be the best of
Peking and Tsinghua, but they perform well
acadenucally in Hong Kong’s universitics,
with grades placing them in the top echelons.

“Hong Kong students are really anti-in-
tellectual,” says Zhu Hong, a second-year
student at the Umwversity of Hong Kong
who came from the mamnland with her fam-
1ly when she was 12. “Mainland students
like to talk about international politics and
cultural 1ssues, but Hong Kong people are
practical and never discuss those issues. It's
hard to start a conversation with a Hong
Kong student. Some of my mainland fnends
have said that they regret commg here.”

But umversity officials believe that stu-
dents from Hong Kong and the mainland
have much to fearn from each other “Main-
land students are hard-working, keen to
learn, have a solid foundation in the sc-
ences and mathematics,” says Mr. Wai, the
registrar at the University of Hong Kong.
“But unlike Hong Kong students, they don’t
have any hands-on expertence and are not
used to making their own decisions Main-
tanders respect their professors, but Hong
Kong Chinese are willing to express them-
selves.”

COMFORTABLE ROOMMATES

“This program 1s benefiting all students,”
says Ms. Wong. “Hong Kong students work
harder because of compettion from mam-
land students, and mainland students learn to
be more comprehensive and open-minded

For bis part, Mr. Sun agrees' “The bene-
fits of coming to Hong Kong are that I have
more freedom and choice and more time for
myself. I'm learning to be independent here.”

Most maintanders and Hong Kong stu-
dents do, in fact, get along well “When 1
first came here, my Hong Kong classmates
thought 1 was poor and backward." says
Chatlie Cao, a thiwd-year student at the
University of Hong Kong who came from
Shanghai to study informatton engineering
“But now 1 have many Hong Kong friends,
and we get along well.”

“1 wanted to live with a mamlander so 1
can improve my Chinese,” says Wai Fong,

“Hong Kong people are now insecure
und feel threatened by mamnland Chinese,”
says Isabella Wong, diector of China affairs
at the Untversity of Hong Kong

Mr Sun's Hong Kong roommate “I don't
think that Hong Kong Chinese stay away
from mamlanders because they look down
on them. It's mawmly the language barrer.
But Hong Kong Chinese have realized the
importance of the mamland economy and
are now working hard to learn Chinese ™
On the Chinese Umversity campus, Ru-
by Lee’s dormitory overlooks the green
hills of the Hong Kong coastline. A native
of Betjing, the second-year husiness-admin-
sstration major shares her room with a first-
year student from Hong Kong, and as
they're laughing and holding hands, Ms. Lee
explains that they met in accounting class
and are now the best of friends. “When [
first came, T just hung out with mainlanders
and felt that Hong Kong students looked
down on me,” she says. “But as my Can-
tonese improved and I understood Hong
Kong Chinese more, 1 think there’s no dif-
ference belween us.” "




