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i Stanford student rally hits
~ handling of racist graffiti

University urged to take tougher public stance

=&

By Bill Workman

CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

About 150 Stanford University
students, mostly ethnic and racial
minorities, demonstrated yester-
day against what they viewed as
the university’s poor handling of a
recent rash of racist graffiti on
campus, urging administrators to
take a tougher public stance
against hate crimes.

“Stanford does not prevent
hate crimes as it could be by edu-

cating, advocating and embracing

the values of all our diversity,”
graduate student Eric Hakama of
the Stanford Student Diversity
Coalition told the rally.

The protest stemmed from dis-
closure last month of a series of
white supremacist and racist slo-
gans and slurs against Asian, Afri-
can and Arab Americans and Lati-
nos that were found scrawled in
several buildings, including the
undergraduate library.

No one has been been arrested,
and campus police have no appar-
ent leads, although some officials
suspect the graffiti was the work
of a Stanford student.

Campus administrators and in-
vestigators came under fire from
minority student leaders and oth-

ers for refusing to reveal specifi-
cally what was written on the
walls, a position apparently taken
by the university and police in
part to spare the feelings of mem-
bers of the targeted groups.

However, student protest lead-
ers made clear yesterday they saw
that approach as part of an at-
tempt by Stanford to downplay
acts of intolerance that surface
periodically on campus, even
though Stanford President John
Hennessy denounced the racist
vandalism in a letter published in
the Stanford Daily, the student
newspaper.

“Of course, it’s an embarrass-
ment for hate crimes to happen at
Stanford, but Stanford has to face
that,” Hakama said in an inter-
view during the half-hour demon-
stration.

Despite the harsh tone of some
student speeches, the demonstra-
tion, one of a series of events
conducted by a consortium of eth-
nic student organizations this
week to discuss racism and sex-
ism, got a surprisingly upbeat re-
sponse from some officials.

Marc Wais, dean of students,

praised the student leaders and
said they had been invited to be

=

partners with campus officials in

updating a 3-year-old Stanford = :
policy for dealing with racism and, " -

other acts of intolerance. -

tives to a quarterly meeting e
and other administrators routine-

ly hold to discuss the “the campus

climate.” -
At the same time, he defended
the university’s handling of the
graffiti incident, “Stanford is not
insulated from what goes on in
the greater society, although we
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He said they had also been -, -
asked to send student representa- * -

N

try to prevent and diminish this .

from happening,” he said.

Asked why students and othels . i

weren’t allow to learn what the -
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graffiti said, Wais replied the uni- =

versity was concerned that going
public with the information could
either compromise a police inves-
tigation or even encourage future
graffiti.

“We are not hiding anything;
there is no conspiracy,” he said.
However, he added, waving in the.
direction of several TV crews cov-
ering the rally: “Sometimes we
think (whoever) is putting up the
racist graffiti may be gratified to

see it on TV or in big headlines” |

A Stanford detective added to
the mood of controversy a few
weeks ago when he criticized
communications professor Laura

- Leets for displaying photographs

of the offending graffiti on a Web
site she has created to survey cam-
pus reaction to the racial slurs.

Leets and her Web site have
been embraced by critics of the
administration for providing peo-
ple with an option for learning
the nature of the offending words

. and reflecting on their own feel-

ings.

Meanwhile, some students
used the rally to also protest Stan-
ford’s planned merger of its lan-
guage, literature and culture stud-
ies departments.

E-mail Bill Workman at
wworkman@sfchronicle.com,



