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4.9% Increase Reported in Number of Foreign Scholars at U.S. Universities

the number of foreign scholars doing

research or teaching at doctoral-de-
gree-granting universities in the United
States rose in 1996-97.

According to the Institute of Interna-
tional Education, a total of 62,354 foreign
scholars were working at U.S. research
universities last year, 2,951 more than in
1995-96, for an increase of 4.9 per cent.

The data are from “‘Open Doors 1996-
97,” the institute’s latest report on interna-
tional educational exchange, which is be-
ing released this week.

The 1996-97 total is the largest number
of foreign scholars ever recorded in the
survey. The previous record was set in
1991-92, when 62,148 foreign scholars
came to the United States. In each of the
two years that followed, the total declined.

FOR THE SECOND CONSECUTIVE YEAR,

Researchers play down the significance’

of a *‘record” number. ‘‘Unlike our count
of foreign students, which is based on a
census, the total for scholars comes from a
survey of selected institutions that attract
the vast majority of them,”” says Todd Da-
vis, director of research at the institute and
editor of ““‘Open Doors.”” He says the in-
crease ““is nice to see, but I still think we’re
in kind of a holding pattern.”

The institute received responses to its
survey from 356, or 88 per cent, of the 405
universities it contacted. Foreign scholars
working at other types of institutions, such
as the National Institutes of Health, are
not included in the survey totals.

MOST INVOLVED IN RESEARCH

The term “‘foreign scholar generally re-
fers to academics, mostly at the postdoc-
toral level, who are not pursuing a degree
or other credential but are in the United

States to perform research or to teach.
Last year, 81.9 per cent of them said they
were involved primarily in research, about
the same level as in previous years.

Three-quarters of the scholars were
men. The largest proportion of scholars, 27
per cent, were in the health sciences.

The number of scholars from Asia in-
creased 6.6 per cent last year. China, Ja-
pan, South Korea, and India sent the most.

The 4,419 scholars from South Korea rep- -

resented an increase of 26.5 per cent.
Europe, the region that sends the sec-
ond-largest number of scholars, showed an
increase of 3.1 per cent. While Germany
sent 4,301—the largest number from Eu-
rope—Russia, with 2,471, and Poland,
with 802, also contributed significantly to
the overall increase in European scholars.
‘“The number of'scholars now goes up as
the number of students goes up—it’s all

part of the internationalization of higher
education,’” says Gail Szenes, director of
the Office for International Students and

tain disciplines, by their very nature, have
always drawn people from all over the
world to U.S. universities. But higher edu-
cation itself has become very internation- -
al, and that increases the opportunity and

Scholars at New York University. *‘Cer- -

the demand for people from other coun- -

tries to come here. It’s a good thing.”

Harvard University attracted the largest

number of foreign scholars, 2,382, fol-
lowed closely by the University of Califor-
nia at Berkeley with just 24 fewer. No oth-
er institution had as many as 2,000.

Copies of ““Open Doors 1996-97"" are
$42.95, plus $5 for shipping within the
United States, from 1.1.e. Books, (800)
445-0443, or via the World-Wide Web
(http://www.iiebooks.org). .
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