HRIET TR
Bng B (2026 £ 8 H) 2 37-77
doi: 10.6481/JTR.202608_19(2).02

I3 7N 2 il 2 S B S B B Dl Bz A B I 2
— MR B R BRI S A2

&Y

AN FE & AL T8 AN Bl 72 AL BOR 2 B OB R oK M A
B B N R B E T 2 Bl o i JeiRiR & 7% - e IM &
T 2B 48 5 (VLB NEI - PR 6 17 B 7 BALBCER AR 2 Bl T
Ak BLER AR o A REUR » BIGE N A 22 R ACBOR - M
PEAR RN - MR R 2 g - Hdr o Bl B R A RALEER
FIRERIRE L » A RE TH I EE BE B i AH 2 - i /R @ <2 2 5 it b (1IN
o EUHER B P A S ~ B A RR R RO - DU (R R B
PR IE - T SRR T - 5 i RS B Bl 4 1 2 AL BRI B
T - {HAS[F] 45 fin e B A B i SR AR AR R 72 0 - AR R -
ot PRV B R < MR i o o o R A - — iRt Mt o i 5 2 S 2 o B
VR R Z R o B VBRI BRN VU T AT Rk - S o) e S [ 2
SR> A R eh B 26 B - (RSB FF R AR AL > LUK T SR A R

Mlaks) @ £ B LTS AL BFHaEE

Wt = 202559 H17H 5 &8k : 20264E3 H5H + #2557 : 20263 /713H

BRACE - B E R KBHE L A 242 0 B-mail: shuli.chen57@gmail.com



Journal of Textbook Research
Vol. 19, No. 2 (August, 2026), 37-77
doi: 10.6481/JTR.202608_19(2).02

Implementing Differentiated Instruction in
Elementary Schools: Current Status,
Related Factors, and the
Theory—Practice Gap

Shu-Li Chen

This mixed-methods study examined the current implementation of
differentiated instruction (DI), related needs, and associations between teacher-
and school-level background factors and DI implementation among
elementary school teachers in Taiwan. Data were collected using a nationwide
survey of 485 teachers. This was followed by interviews and classroom
observations with six purposively selected teachers who had DI experience. The
results indicated that teachers generally endorsed DI; however, implementation
frequency was low, indicating a gap between DI ideals and classroom practice.
Teachers perceived DI competence was the strongest predictor of implementation
frequency. Teachers also reported substantial implementation difficulties,
including large class sizes, wide variation in student ability, rigid institutional
structures, and insufficient resources. Younger teachers rated the importance of
DI more highly than older teachers did, but implementation frequency did
not differ significantly by age. Larger class sizes were associated with greater
perceived difficulty. Compared with teachers in remote schools, those in
nonremote schools perceived institutional and resource constraints as more
serious barriers. Qualitative findings identified four feasible practices: tiered
tasks with scaffolding, flexible grouping with differentiated support,
differentiated assignments and assessments, and student choice. These findings
highlight a need for professional development and school-level support to
translate DI principles into feasible classroom practice.
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