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Retrospective and Perspective on Policy
Governance of Taiwan’s Teacher Education:
An Ecological Interaction Perspective
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Since the Teacher Education Act of 1994, Taiwan’s teacher education governance has
progressed through three phases: institutional liberalization (1994), quality and quantity
regulation (2002), and structural adjustment (post-2017). Previous studies have often
adopted single perspectives, overlooking the multi-level interactions that shape policy
change. Building on Bronfenbrenner’s ecological systems theory, this study advances an
ecological interaction perspective, viewing teacher education governance as a dynamic
system integrating external conditions, governance coordination, and practical enactment.
Through analysis of policy documents and research, it explores the historical development
and evolving logic of teacher education governance in Taiwan. The study finds that the
governance of teacher education in Taiwan is shaped by the interaction of multiple forces—
including international trends, multi-actor interest negotiations, a government-led
governance logic, limited institutional autonomy in teacher-education universities, and the
persistent lack of an effective policy feedback mechanism— along the dual axes of quantity
and quality. This study proposes future development directions: deepening the
understanding and internalization of international experience, promoting multi-faceted
collaborative network governance, strengthening the professional autonomy and
differentiated development of universities in teacher training, and utilizing data technology
to construct a dynamic feedback mechanism to enhance the resilience and sustainability of

Taiwan’s teacher education policy governance.
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