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Social Development and Educational Policies:

A Historical Review in Taiwan 1949-1954

Yu-Wen Chou  

ABSTRACT

From the historical viewpoint, the main purpose of this article is to inquire the

relationship between educational policies and social development in Taiwan during

the period between 1949 and 1954. In that period, influenced by the externally and

internally political and economic situations, the main educational policies reflect-

ing the social needs were with emphases on cultivating students' national identity

and patriotism, enhancing students' ability of economic production and the attitude

of hardworking, and combing academic education with mili tary training. Those

policies have strong impacted on Taiwan's education in the future. After martial

law was abolished in1987, Taiwan's society became more open and plural; there-

fore those policies have been criticized gradually and severely. In sum, from this

historical experience, educational policies had better keep a proper relationship

with the social needs, neither alien nor close.  

key words: educational policy, social development, Taiwan education
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38 39 40 41 42 43
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Some Philosophical Reflections on Educational

Policy:Theory and Practice

Yih-Hsien Yu

ABSTRACT

Educational policy primarily is the major decision-making and strategy stipu-

lated by a government to serve certain educational goals and purposes which may

help to bring about better education for the public. It is the guideline for educa-

tional practices and school activities. The quality of educational policy-making or

policy process is vital to the development of a society and to the warranty of its

people's rights for good education. The policy process of high quality is character-

ized by its stability, consistency, legitimacy, relevancy, feasibility, reasonableness,

economy, and educational autonomy; whereas the policy process of low quality can

be identified by its instability, inconsistency, arbitrariness, infeasibility, unreason-

ableness, wastefulness, and being ideologically controlled by non-educational-pro-

fessionals or educational-professionals with non-educational considerations. The

administration that makes good educational policy will win confidence from the

public, administrators, teachers, students, and parents and gather consensus among

them. Benefited by the educational policy of high quality the educational system

will be well-organized and function smoothly, and it can use the minimum social

resources up to its greatest effects. On the other hand, the educational policy of

poor quality will result in undesirable consequences, and it may cause chaos and

confus ions  in  educat ional  sys tems,  t r igger  conf l ic t s  and  oppos i t ions  be tween

administrators and teachers, teachers and students and parents, and undermine the

educational quality and educational rights of the public. And above all, the ineffi-

cient educational policy may eventually damage national interests and handicap the

total development of the society. The present paper is an attempt to examine the

fundamental principles and criteria for the "good educational policy" from a philo-

sophical  outlook and at  the same time to apply those principles and cri teria to

evalua te  the  qual i ty  of  the  educat ion  pol icy  implemented  by  the  Educat iona l

Reform Movement in the past decades in Taiwan.

Key words: educational policy, educational reform, philosophical thinking
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policy science 1999
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1980 1992 deci-
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1995 1999 2004
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Aristotle 384-322 B.C. Nicomachean

Ethics

the art  of r iding
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Nicomachean Ethics, 1094a, 1-15
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Kant, 1960, 1-18
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The Construct Process of Educational Policy and

Its Analysis Methods

Fang-Chung Chang

ABSTRACT

Based on some literures review, the purpose of this article is to understand the

construct process of educational policy and its analysis methods. First, it defined

the meaning of education policy, and understood the process of educational policy,

that is, the defineation of policy problems, the policy program, the policy analysis,

the policy legislation, the policy implement, and the policy evaluation. Due to each

step in the construct process of educational policy is complex and their points are

considered, so our articles to analysis this step by step. Secondly, the study also

analysised the method of  construct  process of  educat ional  pol icy.  Because the

process of  policy is  not  independent,  that  is ,  there are important  and different

points in each step. Thus, there are not single method in the construct process of

educational policy. It suggested that the methods will include the research method

of social socience, the expert's meeting, the computer simulation, and the policy's

case study. Finally, a case study was also given in computer simulation, that pro-

vided to the educational authority to be considered in the decision-making of edu-

cation policy.

Key words: educational policy, the analysis of educational policy
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Examination and Improvement 

On The Compulsory Education Policies

Ching-Shan Wu,Hsieh-Chih Lai

ABSTRACT

To promote the healthy development of the compulsory education, we explore the examina-

tion and improvement on the compulsory education policies. First, we explain the evolution and

implementation of the main compulsory education policies in this article. Next, we examine the

advantages and disadvantages of them. Finally, we provide improvable solutions of the compulso-

ry education policies. The solutions are listed below: 1. Drawing up "the innovation program of

compulsory education" to expand the executive effects of compulsory education. 2. Issuing "the

statistical yearbook of compulsory education" to let the people understand executive condition. 3.

Improving the contents of nine-year integrated curriculum to expand the executive effects. 4.

Boosting the policy of class size reduction continuously to enhance students' learning effective-

ness. 5. Adopting unified editorial institution and open editorial institution to improve textbooks'

quality. 6. Establishing the normalized class assignment policy in schools to administrate schools

to do as the regulations from law. 7. Improving the quality of the basic competence test for junior

high school continuously to enhance the test's effects. 8. Implementing the Educational Priority

Area plan continuously to shorten the differences of city schools and country schools. 9.

Eliminating political intervention on the principal selection to select excellent principals effective-

ly. 10. Establishing the standardized procedures of the teacher selection to select teachers pub-

licly.11. Opening pre-school classes of the compulsory education to develop children's potential

early. 12. Establishing the counseling system to breed children of the immigrant mothers.

Key  words: the compulsory education policies,  nine-year integrated curriculum,

the basic competence test, the normalized class assignment policy
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An Analysis of the Initiatives and Policies on

Secondary Education in Taiwan's Educational Reform

Joseph-M. Chin

ABSTRACT

In the past two decades, high schools in Taiwan have faced severe challenges

from society. Concerned by the study pressure of the students and low entrance

rate of the high schools, the parents and other interest groups demanded new edu-

cat ional  pol ic ies  to  deregula te  the  s t ructure  of  h igh schools .  The government

responded by implementing new educational policies such as establishment of six-

year complete high school and comprehensive high school, high school integrating

with school community, multiple entrance system of high school, and the increase

the number of high school. The major purpose of this study is to examine the major

policy changes on high schools  and their  s trengths and weaknesses.  Also,  this

paper provides different views on the new policies and suggestions to future devel-

opment.  

Key word: educational policy,educational reform,secondary education
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Reviews and propositions on policies of voca-

tional and technical education

Chung-Shan Sun,Szu-Ta Wu

ABSTRACT

The vocational and technical education system is improving its structure refer-

ring to the policy of educational reform.  In this article, vocational education poli-

cies on vocational and technical school system, comprehensive high school, and

practical arts education are analyzed and discussed.  Finally, the authors empha-

sized the concept of refinement instead of promotion and expansion.  They recog-

nized adequate development as one of the student rights and a responsibility of

educators  but  not  just  a  concept  of  educat ion.   I t  is  expected that  educat ional

experimentation can be appreciated and be used to search for reasonable and feasi-

ble approaches of educational reform.

Key words: vocational and technical education, educational policies,educational 

reform, comprehensive high school, practical arts education.
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Exploring the Supply and Demand Problems of

Teacher Preparation and its Balancing Mechanism 

Dian-Fu Chang,Shin-Ying Wung,Wen-Ching Chou

ABSTRACT

The quality of teachers and how to balance the supply and demand of teachers

are selected as main issues in recent education reform. The problem is we must

face how to reduce the differences between the ideas and i ts  real i t ies  in these

issues. Following the multiple teacher preparation policy, the government opened

the new teacher preparation programs for the public and private universities looks

unlimites. It has raised the public concerns that the teacher over-supply problems.

In this paper the authors addressed the problem of supply and demand of the

teacher preparations, analyzed the policy change, and proposed a new strategy for

balancing supply and demand of teachers.

The main topics in this paper are as fellows: The problem of teacher prepara-

tion,teacher preparation policy changes, the problem of supply and demand of the

teacher preparations, and the balancing mechanism for the supply and demand of

teachers. This paper also provides related knowledge and suggestion for the policy

makers.

Key word: teacher preparation policy,supply and demand of teachers,supply and de-

mand mechanism
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Higher Education Policy Formulation and

Reform Trend in the New Century

Kuo-Shih Yang

ABSTRACT

The aims of  this  paper  focus on the educat ion authori ty in Taiwan should

anticipate and adopt an innovative and practical approach for a new higher educa-

tion development scheme, which creates a promising ideal environment for higher

education, and for Taiwan to move towards being a modernized society in the 21st

century

This paper includes six parts, first of all, it explains the changing environment

in higher education; secondly, it discusses some factors effecting the planning of

higher education policy in Taiwan; thirdly, it analyzes the higher education reform

trend in the worldwide; fourthly,  i t  explores higher education development and

transformation in Taiwan; fifthly, it proposes some concrete measures to accelerate

the promotion of higher education reform and development of higher education.

Finally, this paper pay emphasis on taking action and make progress on the mea-

sures and policies proposed by the government, in order to exercise the new func-

tions and improve the overall quality and competitiveness of higher education that

is the drive forces and foundation of sustainable development for higher education

in Taiwan, which is the pursuit of excellence towards internalization.

Key  word: higher education, policy formulation, reform, trend
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Reflections and Projection in Recruiting

Overseas Chinese Students to Study 

in Taiwan Universities

Yuhlong-Oliver Su, Hsin Lee

ABSTRACT

Recruiting overseas Chinese students to study in Taiwan colleges has long-

standing reputation for fifty years. This article is concerned with the policy, regu-

lations, measurements, and achievements. Students from different areas have been

invest igated about  the  numbers ,  or ientat ion,  adaptat ion,  and academic perfor-

mance. The recruitment process could provide valuable help in channeling interna-

tional education, especially in facilitating foreign student exchange. An increase in

the student number in addition to graduate programs is thus proposed.

Key words:overseas Chinese students, recruit overseas students, overseas Chinese 

education
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A Review Study and Revelation of Early

Childhood Education Policy in Japan

Chiung-Hui Chiu

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this paper is to review the history of the early childhood edu-

cation policy in Japan and to explore the trend of the early childhood education in

Japan. The history of early childhood education shows that both Japan and Taiwan

suffer from the obstinate conflict of dual early childhood education system. Based

on Japan's experiences of early childhood education reform, the present paper pro-

poses new prospects  regarding early chi ldhood educat ion pol icy formation for

Taiwan.

Key  words: early childhood education, Japan's education policy, teacher education

of early child  hood
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An Analysis of the Transformation Policy of

Vocational Senior High School In the View of

Glocalization

Hsiao-Fen Liu 

ABSTRACT

The dialectic of globalization and localization has been a major focus of atten-

tion for researchers recently. Glocalization, a new approach, has created a critical

space to reflect the value and meaning of vocational education. This paper focuses

on some debates of the transformation policy of vocational senior high school. As

a beginning, i t  is  at tempted to analyze the content and trend of glocalizations.

Then, the transformation policy and strategies of vocational senior high schools

will be examined. Finally, in the context of glocalization, the author would like to

discuss what the possible alternative futures are. 

Key  words:Globalization, Glocalization, Transformation of Vocational Senior 

High School
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in Implementation through

the Perspective of Ideology 

Nai-Ying Whang

ABSTRACT

The study is to explore how ideology influences the implementation in educa-

tion policy. In fact, implementation in education policy is related to ideology. And

the influence of ideology on implementation in education policy includes positive

and negative dimensions, because ideology has the positive and negative character-

istics. As a result, the positive mechanisms of implementation in education policy

,including ethics, efficacy, and reflection. Based on the discussions, the paper sug-

gests some strategies to facilitate implementation in education policy, including

establishing teams, assigning professional consultants, establishing the network of

support for implementers, and exercising transformational leadership.

Key Words: Implementation in Education Policy, Ideology 
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Education for Globalization in The Postmodern

Age-Problem and solution

Van-Doan Tran,Sophia M.L. Wen

ABSTRACT

Total globalization extravagantly claims a uniformed society of a monological

th inking wi th  the  same ways of  act ing as  wel l  as  human common desi res  and

needs.  If human world is shaped in this way then the one who dictates the process

of globalization would command the world.  Determined to defend individual free-

dom and human creativi ty,  postmodern thinkers strongly object  to any form of

globalization.  They push forth a certain form pluralism, according to which each

society has its own culture and each individual has his own way of thinking and

acting.  In a word, postmodernists believe that cultural pluralism is the unique

weapon effectively fighting the oncoming globalization-nightmare.  Postmodern

solution seems to be rather utopian.  How can cultural pluralism be possible when

the strong culture of consummation is the law of the day, and when it is heavily

defended and prosecuted by the superpowers like the United States of America and

its European allies?  Suppose that postmodern solution is tenable then it is equally

dangerous .  I t  would  lead  human wor ld  in to  the  abyss  of  non-communica t ion .

Difference is an essential characteristic determining personality, and the particu-

larity of a culture.  It would become an obstacle for human communication, howev-

er.  Not quite satisfied with the postmodern solution that we find equally danger-

ous ,  th i s  a r t i c l e  a rgues  fo r  a  p lu ra l i s t i c  cu l tu re  and  fo r  an  educa t ion  fo r  i t .

Pluralistic culture is a permanently and newly emerging form of thinking, acting

and hoping that we acquire and construct in the process of encountering other cul-

tures.  The more one encounters with other cultures, the more one enriches oneself.

Cultural richness is seen in human capacity of expanding and conserving oneself.

At the moment of encountering, one discovers not only one's own difference but, at

the  same  t ime ,  human  commona l i ty,  so l ida r i ty,  and  consequen t ly,  one ' s  own

3



268

responsibility to society and to other human fellows. That means, one "globalizes"

oneself without falling into the danger of being totalized and uniformed.  In this

context, a sound education with critical thinking in the global age must be an edu-

cation for pluralistic culture:the educated knows how to encounter other worlds

and cultures, how to enrich oneself without losing one's own identity.

Key  words:Cultural Pluralism, pluralistic culture, globalization, Postmodernism, 

education in the postmodern age

4
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