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Internationalizing Education: The
Australian Experience

Kevin John Laws  Ai Hua Chiang

Abstract

The increasing global demand for education has led countries in all parts of the world to consider
the issue of internationalizing education. This paper explores the internationalization of higher
education in Australia since the end of World War II with particular emphasis upon current
Commonwealth Government policies. In 1949 the Colombo Plan was agreed to at a meeting of
British Commonwealth Foreign Ministers. Part of this plan was to sponsor students from member
countries in the Asian region to study in Australia and other Commonwealth countries. Australia
played a major role in this. Since that time the importance of education in the development of bet-
ter understanding between Australia and Asian nations has increased dramatically. In addition
international education has become a major source of revenue for Australian universities. The
benefits of international education and a brief snapshot of the numbers and source of international
students in Australia are discussed. Efforts for encouraging Australian students to participate in
international educational experiences are outlined. Current Australian Commonwealth
Government policies and initiatives that impact upon the internationalization of education and the

issues for Australian universities are considered.
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