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A Study of Media Behavior of Element

School

3

for Teachers

Abstract

This study aimed to deal with media behavior of elementary school students and
media literacy education for their teachers with quantitative and quantitative methods.
Tt employed social survey as well as focus group discussion to gather empirical data.

In terms of quantitative approach, this study selected 17 elementary schools
from eight counties and cities located in Taipei City and Taoyuan County (north area),
Taichung City and Changhua County (middle area), Kaohsiung City and Tainan
County (south area), and Yilan County and Hualien County (east area). The data
collection was completed from the end of May to the beginning of June for
examining media use of elementary school students and their media literacy ability.
By stratified and purposive sampling, a total of useful samples was 1,506.

The two focus group discussions were separately held in Yilan County and
Taipei City. Both of the focus group interviewings were intended to collect data on
the seed teachers’ opinions on their student exposed to the mass media by which to
reflect how the teachers tried to help their students under unfavorable situations
improve their media literacy and how the students proceeded with it.

With quantitative and qualitative approaches, the study found that about 64% of
the elementary school students thought they had to learn how to get exposed and
select good media content, and findings from the focus group discussions indicated
all the participants unexceptionally believed media literacy education was necessary
to the elementary school children and they citied quite a few examples to explain how
their students were influenced in general, and advertisement and commercials in print
and elementary media always played an important sole in affecting the school

children and their influence has been pretty evident in particular. Cartoons and idol
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programs were attractive, likely to get the student involved with them. In addition,

some participants mentioned that online games had been rapidly deve
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games.

Based on the findings this research produced, internet was the medium to which
the elementary school children got exposed most frequently. Newspaper, magazine
and radio broadcasting were in frequently used. Television still remained the mot
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m. This indicates television content in which children were on a
long-term basis immersed.

No matter what media literacy students have had from the internet, general, and
television media, the lower the graders were, the less literacy they achieved; with
internet and television which they were most likely to contact were the most manifest
in particular. Consequently; media literacy education should be developed from the
fundamental basis in order to avoid some misunderstandings would affect cognition
and behavior on the part of the young kids.

This finding demonstrates elementary school student in east and remote areas,
performed much worse than their counterparts in the metropolitan and other regions.
As a result, it is suggested that by shortening the gap between different areas, the
educational authorities should positively promote educational literacy in east and
remote areas and elevate media literacy capacity, thus leading to the equilibrium in
promotional resources of media literacy education,

Moreover, promotion for media literacy education seems to have been one of
most relevant measures which the government has consistently emphasized, yet no
well-designed officially-published teaching materials have appeared, and no related
curricula have been planned. Under their daily heavy teaching load, most teachers
believed media literacy education is somewhat burdensome, therefore, quality of
media literacy education has been from bad to worse.

Finally, this research discovers that at the elementary school level, the teacher
plays an extremely significant role in media literacy education for the student.

The suggestion us that teachers should organize some informal meetings for
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their students. By doing so, seeds for media education would take root as a result of
the efforts made by the elementary school teachers.

Key words : media literacy, media use behavior, media literacy education
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