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An Investigation of Mother Tongue and
Homeland Education

in Kindergartens and Nursery Schools of
Taiwanese Indigenous Areas

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to understand the execution of mother tongue and
homeland education in kindergartens and nursery schools of Taiwanese indigenous
areas. 446 school teachers form the sample of this study. The research frame is based
upon the ecological theory containing four system levels: the school teacher level, the
school level, the community level, and the external supporting level. The survey
results reveal that in school teacher level, most school teachers show positive
attitudes toward the indigenous mother tongue and homeland education, however, are
less confident in their expertise, and show low interest in taking training courses. In
the school level, teachers report their schools do not place enough importance of the
indigenous cultural education as they do for the Chinese cultural education. As to the
community and external supporting levels, teachers indicate that communities tend to
overlook the importance of the indigenous education and the lack of teaching
materials and educational resources reflect the difficulties of implementation. Factors
from all four levels are positively related to teachers’ attitudes and execution while
factors from community level are less significant. The results suggest that to improve
the indigenous mother tongue and homeland education, supplements in the four levels
are all needed.

Key Words: Taiwanese indigenous people, indigenous mother tongue education,
indigenous homeland education, ecological theory
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