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Exploring the Views on Yijing Studies in the
Siku Quanshu Zongmu

Cai Zhi-Ii*

Abstract

Implicit in the commentarial logic of the Siku quanshu zongmu’s (VUJEE
244 H General Catalog of the Complete Library of the Four Treasuries)
critique of historical scholarship, are the mainstream scholarly ideas of the
time. An analysis of this logic with respect to works on the Yijing (%% Book
of Changes) will therefore help us understand the mainstream concepts found
in Qing dynasty Yijing studies. The Siku quanshu zongmu categorizes Yijing
studies into “two sects and six schools,” namely the Image-Numerology
Sect Z2#)k , which includes the simple Image-Numerology School Z28(57 ,
the Divination School #1#5% , and the Object-Creating School #&{L5 ; and
the Meaning-Pattern Sect ZFE)JK , consisting of the Lao-Zhuang School
==, the Neo-Confucian School {EFZZ | and the Historical Event School 52
257 . Despite giving consideration to all of the two sects and six schools, and
arguing that xiang (52 image), shu (] number), and /i (3 meaning, pattern)
are mutually complementary concepts, the Siku quanshu zongmu however
displays a logical tendency towards orthodoxythat implies an emphasis
on xiang and /i. Consequently, it classifies the simple Image-Numerology
School, which attaches most importance to xiang, and the Neo-Confucian and
Historical Event schools, which are closer to the world of human affairs, as
the orthodox in Yijing studies. Conversely, the Divination and Object-Creating
schools that emphasize shu, and the Lao-Zhuang and Mind-Philosophy /[ »£2
schools, which emphasize /i and are less concerned with human affairs, are
excluded from the orthodox. This is because the Siku quanshu zongmu views
the former as drawing the Yijing into divination, and the latter as pushing it

*  Cai Zhi-li, Ph.D. candidate, Department of Chinese Literature, Fu Jen Catholic University.
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towards heterodoxy. The above reflects how Qing dynasty Confucians adhered
to Confucian views on Yijing studies when undertaking the full and thorough
bibliographic critique of its historical schools and works included in the Siku

quanshu zongmu.

Keywords: Siku quanshu zongmu VU[E5E44H, Siku cultural studies, Yijing
548, Yijing studies, Qing Yijing studies



