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Confucianism vs. Commerce: Editing Strategy and
Commercial Publishing of Feng’s San yan

Pan, Chien—Hua

Abstract

Menglong Feng (1574-1646)’s San yan are indispensable to discussions
regarding the development of vernacular novels and the social phenomena of
commons in the Ming Dynasty. This highlights the importance of these three works
in the development of vernacular literature and culture in the Ming Dynasty. In
addition to the literary achievement for being the epitome of vernacular short stories
in the significance and specificity terms, they represented the unique miniature of
commercial publishing in the Ming Dynasty. This is another way that this paper
intends to investigate Feng’s works: How a traditional scholar from a scholarly
family shuffled across the vernacular and commercial publications?  How
Feng ‘commercialized’ Confucianism through business—oriented publications? How
Feng defined his own publications as a publisher and a writer? What are the
interactions and differences between his self—positioning and his response to the
commercial publishing market in the Ming and Qing dynasties?

With ‘Confucianism vs. Commerce’ as the subject matter, in addition to
Feng’s literary status, this paper examines the merchandise quality of Feng’s San
yan in terms of publishing and marketing and how he presented the editing strategy

in the commercial market as a publisher.
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