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Call for paper

" Religion and Literature ; Special Issue

The December 2019 issue of Chinese Studies will be a special issue entitled “Religion and Literature”
and guest-edited by Sher-shiueh Li, a research fellow at the Institute of Chinese Literature and Philosophy,
Academia Sinica. Papers may be submitted in either Chinese or English. Submissions in Chinese should
not exceed 25,000 characters, while those in English should not exceed 30 pages. Length and style should
follow the Chinese Studies “Guide for Submissions” and “Style Sheet.”

Religion is one of the unique features of human culture, and literature often developed alongside of
religion. The two complement each other and offer a window into ancient history. In ancient Greece, epics
provided a format while much of the content came from religion. From the epic to tragedies and comedies,
literature rarely left the embrace of religion. A similar situation is found in China. In the Shijing, , we see
numerous examples of the myths and legends from the Spring and Autumn period in the poems of the “Ya” and
“Song” sections. Likewise, in a number of the Nine Songs of the Chu people, such as “Donghuang Taiyi” (55
EK—), “Deity in the Clouds” (EH1 ), and “Madame Xiang” ( J#i% A), we can find shamanistic ritual songs
that were often later elaborated into Confucian and Daoist myths. Literature also often served as a medium for
the transmission of religions: as Buddhism made its way east, elements from Indian epics such as the Ramaya-
na and other works found their way into Chinese and Tibetan Buddhist texts, not to mention all the bianwen
texts, poems, novels, and stories that were inspired in China by Buddhism. Debate poems from medieval
Europe were translated following the introduction of Catholicism in China, and with the arrival of Protes-
tantism the translation of the Bible became of utmost importance. The Bible is a religious text, but it can also
be treated as a literary text.

This special issue will explore the relationship between literary text and religion in China, from Confu-
cianism, Daoism, and Buddhism to Islam, Christianity, as well as popular religion, from any number of angles.
Submissions for consideration are now being accepted.

The deadline for submissions to this issue is March 31, 2019
Please send submissions to chinesestudies@ncl.edu.tw
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